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Dear Parents and Carers  
 

As ever, it has been a busy first week back. Sporting fixtures continue apace, and the attention of students in 

years 11 and 13 begins to sharpen upon their upcoming Autumn Assessments. Students will have had fun 

celebrating Halloween, and we now begin to approach some other nationally marked days; Guy Fawkes Night, 

and then Remembrance Day.  

 

We hope that you and your children have a safe and enjoyable Guy Fawkes night. Fire safety advice is always 

that it is best to attend an organised event, rather than doing your own bonfire or fireworks display. Whilst 

fireworks are beautiful, they are also dangerous, so we urge you to check online advice if handling them, or a 

bonfire, yourselves. Please also ensure that your children stand well back from any fireworks. 

 

Remembrance Day will be marked in school by our Service of Remembrance on Friday 11 November at 

10:40am, followed by a two-minute silence at 11:00am. If your child is participating in the service, or you are 

passing the academy at that time and would like to take part in our service, you are welcome to attend. Weather 

permitting, the service will take place outside the main entrance. Students involved have been practicing over 

the last few weeks, and will put on an appropriately fitting service for this very important moment of 

remembrance, made all the more significant by ongoing conflicts across the world, particularly that in Ukraine. 

 

On Thursday 3 November we hosted our annual Meet the Tutor event for parents and carers of children in year 

7. Thank you very much to those who attended. We are still acutely aware how much of a privilege it is to be 

able to invite you into the academy once again. Whilst little that came out of the pandemic was positive, it does 

sometimes make you appreciate things that you always took for granted before. We will be sending out a survey 

to those who attended. This is something we do for all our parental events now, in order to get feedback and 

make further improvements. Thanks to those of you who have provided feedback via surveys for other events, 

we appreciate you taking the time to do so. 

 

Our Open Evening for Year 5 students is coming up on Thursday 10 November, from 4:30pm – 6:30pm. This is 

a very important event for us, as we continue to build a full and happy school. We host this event as part of our 

transition work with primary schools. As Mr Fowler mentioned last week, we are receiving more and more 

complimentary messages about our school from the local community. We would appreciate you sharing the 

date with any friends you think may be interested. Word of mouth is so vital for a school, and choosing a 

secondary school is an important decision. Also, some students will be invited to help us on this evening, please 

encourage your children to volunteer, particularly those in Year 7, it helps so much when year 5 students see 

familiar faces at the Open Evening. 

 

Finally, as mentioned at the start of the letter, we have Autumn Assessments upcoming for Year 11 and year 13 

students. Year 11 students sit assessments from Monday 7 November, Year 13 students from Monday 14 

November. These assessments are vital in a myriad of ways; they provide exxperience of formal examinations, 

they provide us with information about areas of learning we need to focus upon, and they provide useful 

information for us to predict future grades with. Please encourage your child to take these assessments 

seriously, prepare well with revision, and get plenty of sleep the night before. 

  

With all good wishes,  
 

Yours faithfully  

  

Mr A T Fowler  

Principal  

 

 



  

 

Anti-Bullying Week 

 

This year, Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy will celebrate Anti-Bullying Week. There will be a 

number of events throughout the week to raise awareness about bullying and opportunities for students 

to make voluntary donations which will go to The Anti-Bullying Alliance. Anti-Bullying Week will 

commence on Monday 14 November and will begin with Odd Socks Day which is an opportunity for 

students to have a bit of fun and celebrate the idea that we are all unique individuals. 

 

Please encourage your child to participate as we celebrate together as a community. 

 

Thank you 

 

Miss K Barron 

Anti-bullying lead  

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

Ski Trip 2023:  Parent/Carer Information Evening 

 

There is an important information evening on Wednesday 9 November 2022, at 5pm in the main hall, for the 

parents/carers of students who will be attending the Ski Trip in 2023.  Students are also encouraged to 

attend.  

 

We look forward to seeing you on the evening, but should you need to contact me before then, please email 

me at: cwhite@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to help. 

 

Mr C White 

Ski Trip Leader 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 and 13:  Autumn Assessments 

 

Autumn assessments will take place over the next two weeks, for students in year 11 and year 13: 

 

Week commencing Monday 7 November – Year 11 

Week commencing Monday 14 November – Year 13 

 

Students are aware of their assessment timetables. 

 

The majority of the exams start promptly at 9am; it is vital that students arrive to school on time i.e. by 

8.45am, so they can be registered as normal in tutor and have the opportunity to drop off any bags, coats 

etc. in the year 11 base or sixth form areas.  Students will then make their way down to the relevant 

examination hall or room. 

 

Please support your child by: encouraging revision, ensuring they have a good night’s sleep before each 

assessment day, and that they remember to have a healthy breakfast! 

 

Mrs S Nellist 

Assistant Principal 
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Year 7:  Northern Children's Book Festival - Monday 21 November 2022 

 

Students in Year 7 will be attending an event within school with the bestselling author of children’s books, 

Sarah Moore Fitzgerald, on Monday 21 November as part of the 39th annual Northern Children’s Book 

Festival.  During this event students will have the opportunity to purchase a signed copy of her book ‘The 

Shark and the Scar’. 

 

There is no obligation to buy books as part of this event, but we wanted to inform you of this opportunity 

in order to avoid disappointment.  Often students are inspired to read the author’s book after seeing them. 

 

Research shows that meeting an author can inspire children and help them pursue a love of reading. 

 

If you would like your child to purchase a copy of ‘The Shark and the Scar’, please ensure that they bring 

£7.99 on the day.  All payments must be made in cash. Please ensure you send the correct monies as there 

is no change facility available. 

 

Students have received a letter regarding this event, and I would appreciate it if parents and carers could 

return the reply slip to me in the Library, detailing if your child will be purchasing a copy of the book on 

the day, by no later than Monday 7 November. This will allow the bookseller to bring sufficient books with 

them for purchase. 

 

Thank you 

 

Miss B Dixon 

Library Coordinator 

 

Service of Remembrance 

 

Our Service of Remembrance will take place on Friday 11 November, at 10:40am, followed by a two-

minute silence at 11am.  If your child is participating in the service, or you are passing the academy at that 

time and would like to take part in our service, you would be welcome to attend.  Weather permitting, the 

service will take place outside the main entrance.   

 

On Wednesday 9 November there will be an open evening for parents and members of the community to 

come and see some of the fabulous work our students have produced around the theme of Remembrance, 

between 4 - 6pm, in the Atrium.  There is work on display from every year group, from individual students 

and from tutor groups.  We even have work from our Year 7 students completed during their transition time 

over the summer!   

 

Everyone is welcome, so please do come and please do spread the word! 

 

Mrs J Kemp 

Cover Supervisor 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
  

 

Post 16 Options: Parent Perspective Podcast 

 

 
 

The Amazing Apprenticeships Parent Perspective Podcast, episode 6, is now LIVE!  The podcast helps you to 

support your child make informed decisions on those important next steps. 

 

In the final episode, ‘we are thinking outside the box’ when it comes to post-16 options! We'll also be shining 

a light on the incredible versatility of vocational learning pathways - think apprenticeships, T Levels, 

traineeships etc. 

 

You can listen to the podcast via the link below: 

The Parent Perspective Podcast - Amazing Apprenticeships 

 

Mrs A Jordan 

Head of Sixth Form and Careers Lead 

 

 

 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/the-parent-perspective-podcast/


 
 

 
Witherslack Group: A Focus on Autism – Practical Strategies to Support your Child, Tuesday 15 November 2022 

This November, the Witherslack Group will host an event in Stockton-on-Tees, offering parents and carers practical advice on: understanding your child’s 

autism profile, why dis-regulated behaviour happens and strategies to support communication, reduce anxiety and enhance positive wellbeing and happiness.  

The facilitator of the event will be Anne-Marie Harrison, Ideas Afresh Education Ltd.  Over the course of the day presentations will focus on: 

• Session 1: Developing further understanding around your child’s autism profile with a focus on challenges and strengths. 

• Session 2: Identifying behaviours and why they are happening. 

• Session 3: Practical support strategies to develop communication, reduce anxiety, increase wellbeing and happiness. 

The event will take place at The Wilson Centre, Darlington Road, Long Newton, Stockton-on-Tees, TS21 1DD, and will run from 9.30am – 2pm – spaces for 

the event are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis! 

To register for this event, please use the following link:  Event - A Focus on Autism: Practical Strategies to Support your Child - Witherslack Group 

 

 

https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/hartwell-event-22

