Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 26 September 2022 – Week 2

Dear Parents and Carers
Although this school week has been one day shorter, it has felt no less busy! I am sure that will have been true
for all of us, at work and at home as well as at school.
I don’t know whether you watched any of the coverage of the Queen’s funeral on Monday. With estimates of
viewing figures between 26 million and 29 million – or almost half of the UK population – the chances are that
many of you will have seen at least some of it. I did not watch it all, but I did find myself watching more than I
had intended. At its heart, the funeral was remarkably simple and quite moving. But it was the procession
afterwards that I found most compelling, with its mixture of music, ceremonial, and dignity. It was this that
marked the Queen’s funeral out most strongly from the marking of any other death. We are unlikely to see
anything quite like it again. That sense of everything being well organised, purposeful and in its right place, was
impressive and inspiring.
Back at school, we may not always manage to have everything absolutely in its right place, and the mood is, as
it should be, lively and purposeful rather than solemn. We strive to have that same sense of purpose and good
organisation. Our flags are now flying back at the top of their masts: the Union flag on one flagpole; the Pride
flag on another. These flags proclaim two important aspects of the school: we are a British school, united in our
mission to give the best possible education to our students through a broad and balanced curriculum, and this
mission is fully inclusive, involving everyone, regardless of their colour, race, heritage, beliefs, sexual
orientation, or ability.
Mr Dicocco and I met with our Governors on Wednesday evening. It was wonderful to be able to report such
excellent results – in particular, our best GCSE results since the introduction of the new examinations in 201718. The Governors, many of whom are also parents of students at this school, were clearly delighted with the
progress that the school has seen under their guidance and leadership. Guy Currey, Chair of Governors, has
written to thank all our staff. Here is an extract from his letter:
“We are aware of the tremendous hard work from all staff, both teaching and support, who have been
putting in place the significant and challenging changes to teaching, assessment and student support. We
are so grateful for the way that you have all responded to this and the way you have worked with the
students to enable them to perform so well in the summer.
From the Governing Board I offer you all our whole-hearted thanks and congratulations. We are
confident that the momentum created in the summer will lead on to further improvements this year.”
Mr Currey’s letter also serves as a reminder of the important work that our governors do in approving the
direction set by senior leaders, and in holding us to account for the progress we make. We currently have a
couple of vacancies for governors; parents are already well represented, and we would be particularly pleased to
hear of suitable people from our wider community who might be interested in becoming a governor of the
school. If you know of anyone suitable, please would you mention this possibility to them?
/Cont…

It was good to see so many students and parents/carers at our recent Coursework Information Evening for
students in years 10 and 12. This was a new event, and the feedback was encouraging.
Next week, we look forward to our Open Evening on Tuesday. This is an opportunity to show our great
facilities, our knowledgeable and motivated staff, and our engaged and friendly students. Thank you in advance
to the many students who are taking part. Please continue to publicise this event to your friends, neighbours and
colleagues who have children in Year 6. I know that I will see a sizeable number of you there too, and I look
forward to this.
With all best wishes
Yours faithfully,
Mr A T Fowler
Principal

Facial Recognition Software
We have started to roll out the facial recognition software in our cafeteria, as requested by our catering
contractor Chartwells. Facial recognition software records a template of an individual’s facial features – the
distance between the eyes, for example – rather than an actual picture of their face. This digital data is stored
securely on the system. The data cannot be used for any other purpose than for the contactless payment at the
cafeteria till. It offers a quick, hygienic, secure and reliable way for students to pay for their food.
A reminder to parents and carers that if you wish to opt out of your child being part of the facial recognition
system, you need to return the opt-out form to us as soon as possible.
Mr A Fowler
Principal

Prospective Sixth Form Open Evening
Advance notice for parents that our Open Evening for prospective sixth form students will take place on
Thursday 6 October 2022, 6 – 8pm.
An information letter will be emailed to all parents shortly; our year 11 students will be given an invitation
with a return slip to complete.
Regards
Mrs A Jordan
Head of Sixth Form

Year 7: Homework Support Club
Year 7 homework support will be available every Thursday afterschool at 3.20pm in MA20, for any year 7
student wishing to have a quiet space to complete homework or receive any support with their work. Any
year 7 student is welcome to attend.
Miss K Taylor
Teacher off Mathematics

Wellbeing and Mindfulness Club
Mindfulness and Wellbeing Club is a club where students can learn a little more about their own mental
health and be given strategies on how to manage their emotions, deal with stress and ground themselves
when things all feel a bit much. The club will take place on a Friday lunchtime in MA23; Week 1 is open to
KS3 students and Week 2 is open to KS4 students. Please see Mrs Long (KS4), Miss Mouat (KS3) or Mrs
Kemp (KS3 or 4) for an activity pass.
Mrs J Kemp
Cover Supervisor

Instrumental Lessons
All lessons have now been allocated and timetables can be found on the noticeboard by Mrs Hall's music
classroom, PA10, and Miss Brown's dance studio. Please could you encourage your child to check the
timetable on the day of their lesson; if they have any issues/problems please advise them to let me know.
Lessons have now commenced with all the teachers on the following days:
Guitar:
Piano:
Piano/Keys/Vocals:
Drum Kit:
Woodwind:
Brass:
Strings:

Mr Wright - Monday
Mr Tennant - Monday
Mrs Hall - Tuesday/Wednesday
Mr Rickman - Wednesday
Miss MacDonald - Thursday
Mr Langthorne - Thursday
Mrs Cuggy - Friday

Mrs R Hall
Teacher of Music

Years 10 to 13: Insight Webinars with IBM and PwC
Parents, Carers and students in years 10 to 13 can sign up now for Success at School’s insight webinars with
IBM and PwC.

To book your place, use the links below:
IBM Apprenticeships Webinar Tickets, Wed 12 Oct 2022 at 18:30 | Eventbrite
Women in STEM at PwC Tickets, Wed 19 Oct 2022 at 18:30 | Eventbrite
Mrs A Jordan
Head of Sixth Form and Careers Lead

In the Loop
Our first meeting of this academic year will take place on Wednesday 28 September. In the Loop is open
to any student who has a hearing impairment, whether or not they use hearing aids, and Mrs Kemp
promises to bring cake! Activity passes can be collected from Mrs Kemp.
This half term we will be getting to know our new members and talking about the things we do well here at
Lord Lawson for students with a hearing loss; any feedback is always appreciated from parents as well as
students and I can be contacted at: jkemp@lordlawson.academy if you would like to share your thoughts.
Mrs J Kemp
Cover Supervisor

PE Kit Donations
We would like to say a big thank you to all those who donated any spare or unused PE kit during the
summer. This additional resource has been a huge help to many of our students and their parents who may
be struggling at the moment.
We are still accepting any contributions of any outgrown or unused items of clothing you are willing to
donate, such as: PE tops, jumpers, shorts, joggers, leggings, trainers or football boots. Every little really
does help!
Thank you for your continued support.
Miss K Golby
Deputy Subject Leader - PE

Year 7: Girls Football Trials
Year 7 girls football trials will be held on Monday the 26 September, between 3.20 and 4.30pm.
Students are advised to go straight to the PE changing rooms after their period 5 lesson and change into
their PE kit as quickly as possible. Students can also wear sports clothing of their choosing, but they must
wear shin pads and trainers appropriate for AstroTurf.
Any students who would normally use the scholars’ bus to get home, must arrange to be collected from the
academy at 4.30pm.
If you have any queries please contact me at: kgolby1@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to help.
Miss K Golby
Deputy Subject Leader - PE

Remembrance Service
Remembrance Day at Lord Lawson is a time that we all reflect on those who have been affected by war,
those we have lost and those who still fight the private battles brought on by war. We hold a
Remembrance Service in school and this year we would like to see as many students as possible involved.
All students are invited to be part of the service, but we would particularly like representation from Cadets,
Scouts, Girl Guides and any other uniformed service. We would also like students who would be
confident to read as part of the service. Our first meeting will be Wednesday 28 September and we will
meet every Wednesday until Remembrance Day, on November 11, to rehearse. Meetings will be from
3.15 until 4.00pm in MA23; students are expected to attend all rehearsals.
Mrs J Kemp
Cover Supervisor

Academy Production 2022: Matilda, The Musical Junior
Our 2022 Academy Production: Matilda, The Musical Junior, will have four public performances across the
evenings of Tuesday 18 to Friday 21 October 2022. Each evening performance begins at 7pm.
Cast members can exclusively purchase tickets from Monday 26 September to Friday 30 September. Cast
members have been given a letter with all relevant information and must complete the ticket form attached
to the letter so they are able to purchase their tickets during that week. Tickets will then go on general sale
from Monday 3 October.
Tickets cost £6.00 and are available from our academy reception. Please note tickets are non-refundable and
if you require any adjustment or access to seating in the main hall please contact myself directly as soon as
tickets are purchased.
If you have any questions regarding our production, please email me at: sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I
will be happy to help further.
Matilda promises to be a very exciting show, we are so proud of our cast for their commitment and efforts
towards the production.
Please ensure you purchase tickets early to avoid any disappointment.
Thank you
Miss S Brown
Subject Leader - Performing Arts

Academy Photographs: Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 - Monday 3 and Tuesday 4 October 2022
Academy photographs are being taken on Monday 3 and Tuesday 4 October. The photographs are being
taken in the main hall, the times and dates for each Tutor Group are set out below.
Monday 3 October 2022
Year 10
10DB
10DM
10FB
10EC
10ATR
10DGL
10GP
10KT
10JGR
10LR
10MS

Year 11
8.50am
8.50am
9.10am
9.10am
9.30am
9.30am
9.50am
9.50am
10.30am
10.30am
10.50am

11CH
11CDI
11LS
11LL
11KG
11JKP
11LWD
11SBN
11JF
11CD
11HT

Year 12
10.50am
11.10am
11.10am
11.30am
11.30am
11.50am
11.50am
12.10pm
12.10pm
13.20pm
13.20pm

12VN
12BG
12SBW
12ACE
12CL

13.40pm
13.40pm
14.00pm
14.00pm
14.20pm

Tuesday 4 October 2022
Year 7
7ACL
7SHE
7LCR
7GGL
7JBM
7JHE
7SMY
7ARE

Year 8
8.50am
8.50am
9.10am
9.10am
9.30am
9.30am
9.50am
9.50am

8SBS
8RM
8NSN
8JRA
8AMN
8MG
8AGY

Year 9
10.30am
10.30am
10.50am
10.50am
11.10am
11.10am
11.30am

9TMI
9CCM
9RH
9LC
9SFR
9FR
9KF
9KD
9PWE
Please ensure your child attends in full uniform. Should you have any questions, please contact
me at: sspraggon@lordlawson.academy.

11.30am
11.50pm
11.50pm
12.10pm
12.10pm
13.20pm
13.20pm
13.40pm
13.40pm

Photographs this year will be available to purchase online only, through Focal Point Photographers. Further
details regarding the purchase of photographs will be detailed in the Parent Bulletin at a later date.
Mrs S Spraggon
Events Co-Ordinator

