Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 12 September 2022 – Week 2
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to the new academic year! It was been very good to see your children back in school this week – to meet some of
them for the first time, and to greet so many of them again after the summer holidays. This week’s rain has made that holiday
seem almost a distant memory, but we are glad to be together again as a school community.
This morning, I held assemblies for all students to think about the life and legacy of Queen Elizabeth II, whose death was
announced yesterday evening. I guided the students and staff through aspects of the Queen’s life and some of her achievements,
and we thought together about how we will remember her. I also outlined some features of the official mourning period,
including our Union flag flying at half-mast. During this period of official mourning, school will continue to be open and
activities will run as usual, as instructed by the government. We will use tutor time to reflect on some of the issues raised by the
death of the Queen and the accession of our new King, Charles III. It was good that we could be together as a school
community today, at such a historic time.
I am delighted to tell you that our Year 11 and Year 13 students achieved outstanding results in the summer. The GCSE
results were the best for six years at the school. There was a wonderful buzz and atmosphere in the school hall on 18 and 25
August, as students collected their results. It was wonderful that so many people in the region were able to share in our success
through the coverage on BBC Radio Newcastle. Here are some highlights:
•
•
•
•

85% pass rate for Mathematics (Grade 4 and above). Our maths grades put us third in Gateshead
82% pass rate for English (Grade 4 and above)
Overall, 26% of GCSE grades were Grade 7 and above (equivalent to the old A* and A grades), as against 26%
Nationally and 22% in the North East
Overall, 76% of GCSE grades were Grade 4 and above, as against 73% Nationally and 71% in the North East

There were many individual ‘stars’ among our students, and my article on the school website gives some examples. As well as
the core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science, students made good progress in Drama, Graphics, German, Music,
Photography, History, Geography, Art, and Business. These grades are a great credit to our students, and to your parental
support. They reflect the first fruits of the hard work we have been doing to improve all aspects of the school, and they show
without doubt that the school is continuing to move in the right direction.
I want to introduce some new colleagues. The following members of staff have joined us this September:
Miss Robbins – Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Mrs Ives – Assistant Attendance Officer
Mr Hunter – Teacher of Mathematics. Mr Hunter worked with us during the pandemic, and we are pleased to welcome
him back
Mrs Hulbert – Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Mr Holbrough – Health Unit Officer
Mrs Hall – Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Mr Blackburn – Teacher of Science
We are fortunate to have so many well-qualified and experienced colleagues joining us. In particular, you will notice that we
have increased the capacity of our staff in helping students with special educational needs and/or disabilities. This is part of our
drive to make sure that all our students can make excellent progress, whatever their starting points and despite any difficulties
they may face.
It is good to start the year with so many reasons to be confident. Nonetheless, we recognise that there are still many
improvements to embed, and further developments to introduce, to make sure that the quality of education your children enjoy
is as good as it possibly can be. Please continue to support us as we improve your school and community.
With all best wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr A T Fowler
Principal
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The Pride Group - lunchtime club 🏳🌈

Towards the end of the last academic year, we launched The Pride Group, a fun and inclusive lunchtime club
for student members of the LGBTQ+ community and/or passionate allies. Students work collaboratively to
ensure all students feel safe and proud of who they are.
The launch of The Pride Group followed our extremely popular Pride Week at the academy, where students
learned the importance of kindness, the history of the LGBTQ+ community, and teachers provided educational
links across the curriculum.
We are delighted to provide this lunch time club for our students; it has been lovely to receive feedback such
as:
“The Pride Group gives me opportunities to make new friends. I feel so accepted and that I can be myself. I
am so happy to know that the school is supportive of the LGBTQ+ community.” - Year 10 student.
The Pride Group is open to all students during lunchtime on a Thursday, week 1. A total of 86 students from
years 7 to 13 attended The Pride Group during the first 4 meetings of the last academic year.
Any student who has questions about our group can email me at: lcumiskey@lordlawson.academy or come to
speak to me in EN18.
Mr L Cumiskey
Personal Development Coordinator

Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy Library
Students are welcome to join us in the library for lunchtime activities, and after school to complete
homework, study and reading.
For lunchtime activities a 'Library Activity Pass' will be required. Students can collect these from Miss B
Dixon in the library. Homework help and ICT facilities are available.
After school opening times for the library are:
Monday to Thursday: 3:20 to 4:15pm
Friday:

3:20 to 4:00pm

Thank you.
Miss B Dixon
Library Coordinator

In the Loop
Our first meeting of In the Loop, a club specifically for students who have a hearing loss, will be during
lunchtime on Wednesday 21 September, in the large conference room at the bottom of the Technology
Corridor. This club is open to any student from years 7 to 13, who has a hearing loss, whether they use
hearing aids or not. Mrs Kemp will provide cakes and biscuits!
Mrs J Kemp
Cover Supervisor and HI/VI Liaison

Years 7 to 9: Flu Vaccination Consent Forms
Students in years 7, 8 and 9 will be bringing home consent forms for the nasal flu vaccination
programme, which will take place in school during December.
Parents/carers should sign and return these consent forms to school by no later than Monday 26
September 2022.
Mr A Holbrough
Health Unit Officer

Year 7: Boys’ Football Trials
Year 7 boys' football trials will be held on Thursday 15 September; they will take place between 3.20
and 4.30pm.
Students are advised to go straight to the P.E. changing rooms after their last lesson, and change into their
P.E. kit as quickly as possible. Students can also wear sports clothing of their choosing, but they must wear
shin pads and trainers appropriate for the astro turf.
Any student who would normally use the scholars’ bus to get home must arrange to be collected from the
academy at 4.30pm.
If you have any queries please contact me at: gthompson3@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to
help.
Mr G Thompson
Year 8 Leader and Teacher of P.E.

Instrumental Provision
Music lessons on strings, woodwind, brass, percussion, guitar and piano will recommence week beginning
Monday 19 September 2022. All students who have previously attended lessons should by now have
received a letter regarding their continuation. Please complete and return the permission slip along with
the fee of £60.00 by Wednesday 14 September 2022, in an envelope with the following information visible
on the front: Student name, tutor group, amount enclosed and name of instrument.
Payment can be by cheque, made payable to Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy, or cash. Please note,
cash payments must be the exact money as we do not have the facility to provide change.
If students are interested in learning an instrument please contact me at: rhall@lordlawson.academy
or students can come to see me in PA10.
Mrs R Hall
Assistant Subject Leader Performing Arts

Year 7
Congratulations to all year 7 Students who have made an excellent start in their first week at Lord Lawson.
Students have displayed exemplary manners and have shown great enthusiasm for learning in their first
lessons.
Parents/carers, please remind your children we will be following the week two timetable next week. We are
looking forward to continuing to build on our great start together.
Good luck to all students and parents who are taking part in the Great North Run events this weekend.
The year base and tutors will look forward to hearing about your experiences on Monday.
Have a good weekend everyone!
Mrs A Jacobson
Year 7 Leader

Mrs K Coates
Year 7 Deputy Leader

Remembrance
We have some exciting plans for our Service of Remembrance this year in school, for which the theme will
be "Those Affected by War".
I am planning an open evening on Thursday 10 November where we will showcase the students’ work (it
seems such a shame to have such fantastic art work and not be able to show it off). As part of this evening,
each tutor group will be asked to prepare a piece for display, the focus of which will be one person or a
group of people. We are looking for people to remember within our school community, so this is where I
need your help. We want to remember those who served and those who lost their lives in their service to
their country, in the traditional sense of "Remembrance", but we also want to remember those who have
been affected in other ways: our emergency services, particularly in their work against terror threats and
attacks, refugees and those who work to support them in their new homes, those who support our veterans’
mental health etc.
Do you know someone who should be remembered for their service, for their good deeds or for overcoming
war time experiences? Those who are still serving and those living with the scars of war, both mental and
physical? Is theirs a story that should be told?
If so, please let me know via email, providing as much detail as possible e.g. name, rank, number, dates,
photographs etc. Please send any details to jkemp@lordlawson.academy
Thank you
Mrs Kemp
Cover Supervisor and Remembrance Coordinator

September Work Experience Online for Medicine and Nursing
Premed Projects have a free course for all students aged 14 - 19 interested in health care, which runs online
every Monday evening in September. The course is perfect for all students interested in Biology, Science,
healthcare, and those considering careers in medicine.
Students can join NHS doctors live and online every Monday at 7.30pm as they go through real life patient
cases including: symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment. Students who are unable to attend live will have
access to the recordings to watch at a later date.
This is a great opportunity for our future medics or inspiring the next generation of health care workers. To
sign up students should visit: www.premedprojects.co.uk/free-wp
Mrs A Jordan
Careers Leader and Head of Sixth Form

Success at School: Free Parents/Carers Careers Guides
Success at School's brand new 2022/23 guides to university and apprenticeships will be released digitally,
week commencing Monday 12 September 2022. Both guides will be available for parents and carers to
access for free and will be sent directly to your inbox, along with a free bonus Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) careers guide.
The STEM guide explores 10 different STEM subjects, to help young people to understand more about
careers in this exciting and rewarding field.
The University and Apprenticeship Guides help parents and carers support their children in making
informed decisions about their future and developing skills to help them succeed.
Please click below for your FREE guides:
https://mc.successatschool.org/guides22
Miss J Leigh
Careers Adviser

