Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 11 July 2022 – Week 2
Dear Parents and Carers
We look forward to the last two-week cycle of term, beginning on Monday with Sports Day. The weather
forecast for the day is very hot, with high levels of ultra-violet light, very high levels of pollen and a gentle
breeze. Sports Day is a highly enjoyable time for most students, but we need everyone to take sensible
precautions. Some reminders for students:
•
•
•
•

Wear PE kit to school – they will be in PE kit all day
Bring a bottle of water – it is easy to become dehydrated
Wear suitable sunscreen – the high levels of UV light mean that skin burns easily
Wear a (sensible) hat – to protect your head from the sun

While in school we prepare for continuity and an increasing return to normality, as evidenced by sports day,
transition days, summer schools and examination results days, in the Department for Education all is turmoil
and change. We have had three Education Secretaries in three days; their predecessors’ methods of departure
covered the full range of possibilities: one sacked, one promoted, one resigned.
I rarely write about political matters, because I know they tend to divide rather than to unite people. I was
struck, though, by the thoughtful and ethical tone of Michelle Donelan’s recent resignation letter, and it caused
me to reflect on what values really mean, and how we live by them. (I have skirted around her comments on
the Prime Minister.) Here are some of her phrases:
I have spent my career dedicated to trying to create opportunities, or as I call it opening doors, to
ensure that where you are from is no limit to where you end up.
In life we must always do what we believe is right.
I am deeply saddened that it has come to this, but as someone who values integrity above all else, I
have no choice.
I know little about Michelle Donelan, but these phrases struck me as rather different in tone from the rhetoric
of some other recent occupants of the position, and they made me speculate about how things might have been
with the Education Secretary we never had. Ideas about opportunity and integrity shine through her writing.
Looking at our own school values, I also see that these need to be held in balance: too much ambition
is damaging, where there is too little trust and respect. Courage is a great quality, but it also needs to be
grounded in respect, or else it leads to abuse of power. Trust, on its own, can be naïve. We try to live out our
values to our students in a balanced way, encouraging them to adopt them and allow them to inform their own
lives. I am continually impressed by the good intentions and developing values of our students, as evidenced
for example in our awards evenings. Perhaps we have a future education secretary among our students at this
very moment.
With all good wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr A T Fowler
Principal

Pride Week
I am extremely proud to be writing to you following the successful Pride Week that ran in Lord Lawson last
week. My role as Personal Development Coordinator is diverse and I work with students from years 7 to 11,
attempting to instil a culture of personal growth.
Last week highlighted how strong we are as a school community. I have seen students wear LGBTQ+ stickers
with pride; teachers/tutors planning and delivering activities around pride across the curriculum; students
expressing their emotions and opinions articulately; and I spoke to so many students who are expressed their
gratitude for our support for Pride Week and what that meant to them.
Last Thursday saw the start of our ‘Pride Group’, which will be a safe space for our LGBTQ+ students to
meet. The group gives them the opportunity to offer suggestions for further enhancement around sexual
orientation and gender identity inclusive strategies across the academy. The Pride Group is a lunch time club
and runs every Thursday in EN18.
Our school motto is ‘together we grow, learn and succeed’ - this was certainly evident last week. It was great
to see the whole school community come together to show support for the LGBTQ+ community.
I would like to thank all of my colleagues, parents and carers, and most of all our inspirational students, for
supporting what was an incredibly empowering and humbling week.
Mr L Cumiskey
Personal Development Coordinator

Year 7 and 9: End of Year Reports
Progress reports for students in years 7 and 9 can now be accessed via My Child at School (MCAS), using
the link below.
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin

If you need support regarding your access, please email: MCAS-2022@lordlawson.academy with all
queries i.e. forgotten login details, unable to access the system etc. Should you have subject specific
enquiries please contact the relevant subject teacher, for general enquiries you should contact your child’s
tutor.
Regards
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Message for all Parents and Carers: Safeguarding Information
Our Safeguarding webpage contains useful information for parents and carers on a variety of topics, such
as online safety, alcohol misuse etc.
You can access our webpage via the link below.
https://www.lordlawson.academy/safeguarding-parent-information/
Mr A Rayner
Assistant Principal

We Choose
Birtley Library host ‘We Choose’ which is a group for teenagers that is run, managed and organised by its
members. The idea behind the group is for the members to organise events for the public, which would be
held at Birtley Library, providing them with valuable community-based work experience.
The poster later in this bulletin provides you with further information.
Miss B Dixon
LRC Coordinator

Remembrance
We have some exciting plans for our Service of Remembrance this year in school, for which the theme will
be "Those Affected by War".
I am planning an open evening on Thursday 10 November where we will showcase the students’ work (it
seems such a shame to have such fantastic art work and not be able to show it off). As part of this evening,
each tutor group will be asked to prepare a piece for display, the focus of which will be one person or a
group of people. We are looking for people to remember within our school community, so this is where I
need your help. We want to remember those who served and those who lost their lives in their service to
their country, in the traditional sense of "Remembrance", but we also want to remember those who have
been affected in other ways: our emergency services, particularly in their work against terror threats and
attacks, refugees and those who work to support them in their new homes, those who support our veterans’
mental health etc.
Do you know someone who should be remembered for their service, for their good deeds or for overcoming
war time experiences? Those who are still serving and those living with the scars of war, both mental and
physical? Is theirs a story that should be told?
If so, please let me know via email, providing as much detail as possible e.g. name, rank, number, dates,
photographs etc. Please send any details to jkemp@lordlawson.academy
Thank you
Mrs Kemp
Cover Supervisor

Year 8: HPV Immunisations
The above immunisations will be taking place in school on Friday 15 July 2022, for all year 8 students
who returned their consent forms.
These consent forms were returned when the students were in year 7, but due to COVID vaccinations
taking precedence at that time, they have not been able to take place until now.
Timings will be given to the students when the Immunisation Team provide us with the final list of
students who have given consent.
If you have any questions or queries please contact me at: kmaynard@lordlawson.academy or on
telephone number: (0191) 433 4026 extension 350.
Thank you.
Mrs K Maynard
Supported Learning Manager

Job Vacancies

