Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 5 September 2022 – Week 1
Dear Parents and Carers
Today we celebrate the end of the 2021-22 academic year. We can all reflect on the many challenges and
rewards of the year. Thank you for all you have done to support your children and the school as we have
worked hard together to improve the quality of education at Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank all my colleagues for their leadership, support and teamwork, and for all they
have done for your children this year.
Today we also say goodbye and thank you to eleven colleagues who are leaving Lord Lawson, for retirement,
or to pursue opportunities elsewhere. After two years in which there has been little staff movement, we will
feel their loss particularly. We are grateful for all they have achieved at Lord Lawson, and what they have
each contributed to the lives of your children. We wish them well for the future. Those members of staff
leaving us today are:
Mr Carruthers, Deputy Subject Leader in Science, and Educational Visits Coordinator
Miss Dixon, Teacher of Science and Psychology
Mrs Knight, Assistant Attendance Officer
Mrs Maynard, Supported Learning Manager
Mr Maynard, Site Manager
Mr Parkin, Deputy Subject Leader in English
Mr Robinson, Subject Leader in Information and Communications Technology
Mrs Stubbs, Assistant Principal
Mr Sturrock, Cover Supervisor
Mrs Wadeley, School Counsellor
Mrs Walsh, Attendance and Educational Welfare Officer
Although we are sad to see these colleagues leave, I am delighted to be able to announce that we have made
good appointments to take their places, and we look forward to the fresh ideas and different experiences that
these new colleagues will bring. I shall introduce these new colleagues to you at the start of September.
Finally, a reminder that next term starts in the week beginning 5 September 2022:
Monday 5 September Staff Training Day – the academy is closed to all students
Tuesday 6 September Start of Term for Students in Years 7, 11, 12 and 13
Wednesday 7 September Start of Term for Students in Years 8, 9 and 10
The school day will start at 08:40, as it does now, and will end at 15:20.
May I wish you and your children a very happy, healthy and relaxing summer holiday.
With all best wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr A T Fowler
Principal

Exam Results Days
A Level results: Thursday 18 August – 8.30am to 10.30am
GCSE results: Thursday 25 August – 9am to 11am
We look forward to welcoming our students to collect their exam results on results days.
If students are unable to collect their results, the results will be emailed to their academy email address after
1pm on results day. Should a parent/carer be collecting on a student’s behalf, the student must email
acooksey@lordlawson.academy, giving their authorisation and the name of the person who will be collecting
their results for them.
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Sixth Form Enrolment – Thursday 25 August
When students have collected their GCSE results, they can also enroll for sixth form on the same
day.
Students can do this by speaking to Mrs Hubbard or Mr McGovern in the Main Hall, who will
direct them to a member of staff to complete their enrolment.
Any student who has not yet applied for sixth form, but would like to, can also speak with Mrs
Hubbard or Mr McGovern.
If you are unable to attend on results day and enroll, please inform Mrs Hubbard at:
khubbard@lordlawson.academy who will arrange a time for you to meet with me.
Mrs K Kendall
Assistant Principal

Year 10: End of Year Reports
Progress reports for students in Year 10 can now be accessed via My Child At School (MCAS) using the
link below.
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin
If you need support regarding your access, please email: MCAS-2022@lordlawson.academy with all
queries i.e. forgotten login details, unable to access the system etc. Should you have subject specific
enquiries please contact the relevant subject teacher, for general enquiries you should contact your child’s
tutor.
Regards
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Personal Development
It has been an incredibly successful year across our KS3 and KS4 Personal Development (PD) provision.
Students have completed learning across our five PD themes: Values, Staying Safe, Careers, Relationships
and Sex Education, and Health and Wellbeing.
Students have been developing their powerful voices when learning about real life case studies, completing
scenario-based work, learning how they can access support, and taking part in structured classroom
discussions. Our students have positive and powerful values: this was certainly evident during our recent
and very popular Pride Week.
The new Personal Development curriculum for the 2022/23 academic year will be published in the coming
weeks. Our PD curriculum is in line with statutory government guidance and has been planned with an indepth understanding of local area needs as well as considering student voice. Our PD teaching team are
dedicated to provide the best possible Personal Development provision for your children.
I would like to thank all parents and carers for their support across this academic year.
Mr L Cumiskey
Personal Development

Reading Partners News
On Thursday 21 July, our year 7 and year 12 Reading Partners gathered to celebrate a full year of reading
together. Over Capri Suns and pastries, the pairs exchanged thank you cards and talked about what they
have enjoyed this year. Each participant received a certificate congratulating them for their involvement;
the year 12 readers were also nominated for the Principal's Award in recognition of their outstanding
commitment as role models to our younger students.
We are looking forward to seeing these reading partnerships continue in September, when the students are
in year 8 and year 13 and we are really pleased that everyone involved was keen to support new Reading
Partners next year.
We hope everyone has a great summer and A well-earned rest!
Mr Barnes and Miss Cairns
Teachers of English

Northumbria Police: Healthy Relationships Workshop
On Monday 18 July, the academy welcomed officers from Northumbria police to work alongside a number
of our year 9 students.
The purpose of the visit was to support the police in developing an interactive Healthy Relationships
workshop, in collaboration with Newcastle University. The students in year 9 completed the lesson and
then gave their views on the delivery of the session. Those delivering the session commented on how
engaged and responsible the students had been and shared that the feedback they had received from
students had been incredibly helpful in adjusting some parts of the workshop, before rolling this initiative
out to schools across the North East.
We are very proud of those taking part as they acted as true ambassadors for year 9, so a huge thank you
and well done to:
Mason Murray, Bethany Crow, Macy Gordon, Katrina Bespalova, Alanna Ames,
Adam Brighton, Joshua Coyle, Zara Dickinson and Liam Bell
You made your year 9 team extremely proud.
Mr S Earle
Year 9 Leader

July 2022 - Recent RE developments at Lord Lawson
On Thursday 14 July, some of our year 10 GCSE RE students had the opportunity to meet Amaradaya, a
practising Buddhist from Newcastle Buddhist centre. Students were able to ask questions and hear about his
experiences of ‘lived’ Buddhism, rather than the picture we draw from textbooks we read and lessons we are
given.
Also, from 14 July, year 7 student work has been on display in the Learning Resources Centre (LRC )in a
‘pop-up exhibition’. This is part of the annual Spirited Arts competition through the National Association of
Teachers of RE (NATRE). Staff and students have been encouraged to view the pieces and vote for their
top 3. The votes will then be collated and the school will award prizes for the top 3 including Amazon
vouchers, plus a sweet treat and certificate for the 10 overall entries that will be sent away to represent the
Academy in the international competition. All those students whose work has been chosen to be displayed
in the LRC will receive a certificate in recognition of their fantastic efforts. News of the school winners and
entries will be announced as soon as possible.
Finally, in what has been a busy term for us all, on Tuesday 19 July, year 8 welcomed a visit from Irene
Wilkinson from North East Humanists. Students were given the opportunity to consolidate their learning on
the Humanist world view and encouraged to be interactive with our visitor, giving their own responses to
different ethical questions. Despite the unprecedented heat, it was a fun morning and something which I am
sure will become a regular event, as part of our spiritual and cultural development here at Lord Lawson.
Images from both visits and of the Spirited Arts exhibition can be found below.
On behalf of the RE department, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy and healthy
summer break and we look forward to seeing all of our students in September, ready for the challenges of
the new school year. I will also look forward to seeing our amazing year 11 students on results day in
August!
Mrs J Adair-McAuley
Subject Leader – Religious Education

PE Kit: A reminder of what should and should not be worn
Recommended P.E. Hoody from Little Gems – This is not a compulsory item and alternatives can be worn.

All alternatives to hoodies must be black with a small brand logo. Please see some examples of
acceptable alternatives below.

Below are some examples of unacceptable alternatives to the academy black hoody.

Recommended P.E. tracksuit bottoms, leggings and shorts from Little Gems – This is not a compulsory item
and alternatives can be worn.

All alternatives to tracksuit bottoms must be black with no script or stripes on either leg. Please see
some examples of acceptable alternatives below.

The following are examples of unacceptable alternatives to academy black tracksuit bottoms.

Acceptable sports leggings

The following are examples of unacceptable sports leggings.

All alternatives to shorts must be black with no script or stripes on either leg. They must be loose
fitting, long and not of the tight cycling shorts variety. Please see some examples of acceptable
alternatives below.

Below are some examples of unacceptable sports shorts.

Gateshead Rugby Football Club (RFC) – Open Day for Girls in Years 6 to 12: Sunday 14 August 2022
Gateshead RFC have a great set up for Ladies and Girls. We offer experienced coaching and great game
opportunities.
Training for girls is:

Friday 18:30 – 19:45 and Sunday 13:00 – 14:00

Training for ladies is: Monday 18:30 – 19:30 and Saturday 11:00 – 12:00
If you are a girl aged between 10 and 17 and would like to find out more about this wonderful sport and what
it can offer you, please join us on our open day for girls on Sunday 14 August 2022, 11:00 – 13:00.
Miss S Falconer
Subject Leader – Chemistry/Gateshead RFC Coach

