Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 27 June 2022 – Week 2
Dear Parents and Carers
Yesterday we welcomed Year 6 students and their parents to Lord Lawson for their Transition Meeting.
Having seen some of our Year 11 and Year 13 students taking their last GCSE and A level examinations in the
morning, it was lovely to be able to greet the next generation of Lord Lawson students in the evening, at the
start of their seven-year journey with us. On Monday and Tuesday, our Year 6 students will join us for two
days of transition activities. I wonder what is going through their (and their parents’ and carers’) minds as they
prepare for this momentous change.
Three years ago today, I was in the same position: 24 June 2019 was my first day at Lord Lawson of Beamish
Academy as Principal. The school landscape then looked vastly different, and it is good to be able to reflect a
little on how it was then, and what we have been able to do together to improve school life.
Then, the school had just received its second Requires Improvement judgement from Ofsted. Every area of the
school, apart from the sixth form, was judged to be less than Good. Now, we have had two successful
monitoring visits, and we are aiming to be judged Good at our next full inspection, which is likely to be next
academic year. The framework by which the school will be judged is different from – and more stringent than
– the previous framework, so the progress the school must demonstrate is considerable.
Then, the leadership of the school was uncertain of what to do, with a lack of clear direction that had resulted
in little progress since the previous inspection. Now, after making radical changes and some excellent
appointments, the school benefits from a strong and united leadership team who are leading change and
improvement in every aspect of the school. Pastoral care has been strengthened through the move to the yeargroup system. Governance is strong and strategic. Student behaviour and attitudes have improved
substantially, and this improvement has accelerated through our involvement this year in the Government’s
Behaviour Hub programme. A clear rewards and sanctions policy enables students to be praised and
encouraged. At our Year 10 Awards Evening on Tuesday, we recognised the achievement and effort of
so many students who only ever receive praise points and no consequences.
Then, our curriculum lacked focus and clarity. As a result, students were not challenged and supported to make
good progress. Now, our curriculum in every subject has been updated, with new pathways and subjects
offered in all years, and the fundamental knowledge and skills that students must know and understand clearly
identified. Teaching and learning have become more consistent, better informed by evidence of what works
well. As a result, students are making better progress, they enjoy their lessons more, and they are better
prepared for their examinations and for their futures.
I could continue – for some time! And all of this has been achieved despite the COVID-19 pandemic! One of
the first things we did together as a school community was to redefine our vision and our values. The school’s
growth and improvement has been underpinned by our belief that ‘together we grow, learn and succeed.’ The
school’s values of Trust and Respect, Courage and Ambition run through everything we do together.
As I begin my fourth year as Principal of your school, I am grateful for the support of so many parents and
carers. I am aware of how much we still need to do, and I am confident that, together, we can offer all our
continuing students and those in our new Year 6 intake an even better experience of life at Lord Lawson.
With all good wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr A T Fowler
Principal

Year 10: Internal Examinations
Internal examinations for year 10 students began today, Friday 24 June. The exam planner, which has been
shared with students, can be found at the end of this bulletin.
Some of our year 10 students are experiencing exam anxiety, which is to be expected. A good way to support
them through this period is to encourage revision whilst also calming them down. The results of these
examinations will give them an idea of where they are now. They are not contributing to final GCSE grades.
Students should frame them as an opportunity to show everything they know, and find out what they need to
work further on in year 11.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank and say well done to the year 10 students who sat examinations
today; they behaved fantastically and were a credit to the year base!
Thank you for your continued support.
Mr J Dicocco
Deputy principal

Year 10: Maths Leaders Programme
Over the past, 40 of our year 10 students embarked on the Maths Leaders programme. This has involved
learning the key skills of a leader. The lessons have been both academic and practical, by participating in fun
team activities where they learned their own personal strengths and weaknesses.
These students have given up their lunchtimes to join in and develop these skills. They have now all graduated
as a Lord Lawson Maths Leader, receiving certificates to show this achievement. More recently, our Maths
Leaders have used their training to work with year 8 students as maths buddies, supporting them with their
maths learning; the year 10 students gave up one tutor period a week to help their fellow students. This has
been an enormous success with students in year 8, who have enjoyed having their own maths buddy to help
them develop their confidence and practical skills.
A huge well done and thank you to all of these amazing year 10 students!
Mrs F Barras and Miss B Cassidy
Teachers of Maths

Year 8: End of Year Reports
Progress reports for students I year 8 can now be accessed via My Child at School (MCAS), using the link
below.
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin

If you need support regarding your access, please email: MCAS-2022@lordlawson.academy with all
queries i.e. forgotten login details, unable to access the system etc. Should you have subject specific
enquiries please contact the relevant subject teacher, for general enquiries you should contact your child’s
tutor.
Regards
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Years 7, 9, 10 and 12: End of Year Reports
In preparation for the publishing of end of year reports for your child later this term, please could you
ensure that you are aware of your My Child at School (MCAS) login details.
If you need support regarding your access, please email: MCAS-2022@lordlawson.academy with all
queries i.e. forgotten login details, unable to access the system etc.
Regards
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Performing Arts: Matilda Professional West End Workshop - Wednesday 29 June
On Wednesday 29 June, selected Matilda cast members will be invited to participate in a West End
workshop with two professional West End performers.
Dayna Chapman is a previous ensemble member in the West End cast of Matilda and Emily Smith, a past
Lord Lawson student, is a previous West End cast member of Billy Elliot.
The students who have contributed to the Matilda Dance Crew rehearsals on Monday evenings will have a
dance workshop with Dayna; and leading cast members, plus year 7 cast, will have a vocal workshop with
Emily. All cast members will then be treated to a question-and-answer session with Dayna, Emily and our
final guest Sandra Chapman. Sandra is a chaperone on a wide range of West End shows including Matilda,
Billy Elliot and the recently revived Joseph. This is a unique opportunity for our students to find out about
life centre stage and behind the scenes in the West End theatre industry.
Students involved will be off normal timetable on Wednesday. They will have a normal lunch time and
then attend the dance studio at 1.10pm. Students should bring their academy PE kit to wear during the
workshop and should also bring with them a bottle of water.
Miss Brown
Subject Leader - Performing Arts

Remembrance
We have some exciting plans for our Service of Remembrance this year in school, for which the theme will
be "Those Affected by War".
I am planning an open evening on Thursday 10 November where we will showcase the students’ work (it
seems such a shame to have such fantastic art work and not be able to show it off). As part of this evening,
each tutor group will be asked to prepare a piece for display, the focus of which will be one person or a
group of people. We are looking for people to remember within our school community, so this is where I
need your help. We want to remember those who served and those who lost their lives in their service to
their country, in the traditional sense of "Remembrance", but we also want to remember those who have
been affected in other ways: our emergency services, particularly in their work against terror threats and
attacks, refugees and those who work to support them in their new homes, those who support our veterans’
mental health etc.
Do you know someone who should be remembered for their service, for their good deeds or for overcoming
war time experiences? Those who are still serving and those living with the scars of war, both mental and
physical? Is theirs a story that should be told?
If so, please let me know via email, providing as much detail as possible e.g. name, rank, number, dates,
photographs etc. Please send any details to jkemp@lordlawson.academy
Thank you
Mrs Kemp
Cover Supervisor

Hearing Impaired (HI) Club
Our HI Club will meet on Wednesday 29 June during KS3 lunch, in the small conference room on the
ground floor – this is the same room the club met for our first meeting.
Any student who has any kind of hearing difficulty, whether they use a hearing aid or not, is welcome to
attend. Students can bring a packed lunch or collect an early lunch pass from Mrs Kemp. During the
meeting next week, we will choose the official new name for our club.
Thank you
Mrs Kemp
HI and VI Liaison
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