Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 6 June 2022 – Week 1
Dear Parents and Carers
I write to you on the last day of a short but intense half-term. It has been a very successful half-term here at
Lord Lawson; one we can look back on with pride as we hopefully relax in balmy weather, whether in
England, or abroad for those fortunate (and brave) enough to have booked a foreign holiday.
Our students in years 10 to 13 who have had formal examinations have kept up their track record of excellent
behaviour, punctuality and attendance at revision sessions. Well done to them and you for supporting your
children so well. Year 11 students will by now have half an eye on their long summer break, just a reminder
that we have a full week of normal attendance to go after half term before they start attending for exams and
revision sessions only. This week will culminate in a leaving assembly for them on Friday 10 June. There is
also the Prom to look forward to as well, an important notice about this is included in this bulletin.
One of the other reasons why we can look back on this half-term with success is the strides we have been
making with behaviour in the Academy, both in the last few weeks and since the January launch of our norms
and routines. We very much appreciate the views of our students on this, and there is a note in the bulletin
about them participating in an online survey about behaviour. Please do complete the consent form, we do
value the views of our students and will be using them to assess the next steps we can take from September.
In addition to working hard on ensuring the highest academic and behavioural standards, staff across the
Academy are busy broadening and enhancing our extra-curricular offer. I for one cannot wait for the
upcoming performance of Matilda in October; the cast has just been announced and they will begin rehearsals
after the half-term break. Trips have been proceeding at a pace and many more are planned for the remainder
of summer term and into the next academic year. As we learn to ‘live with COVID-19’ we are maximising the
opportunity to provide students with experiences they have missed out on.
The idea of ‘cultural capital’ has been around in schools for some time now. It originates from a complex
theory, but boils down to the idea that the more cultural experiences a person is exposed to, the more social
mobility they will experience later in life. This is why we consider it vital to offer myriad opportunities to our
learners. We will continue our drive to provide this and hopefully you can look forward to your child being
able to take advantage of these offers.
I wish you all a pleasant and relaxing break, particularly to those who will have the benefit of the upcoming
four-day weekend.
With all best wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr J Dicocco
Deputy Principal

Year 11 Revision and Examinations
Please note the revision and examination timetables included in this bulletin. Please also be reminded that the
first week back is a week of full school attendance for all year 11 students. Their ‘last day’ of full attendance
is Friday 10 June. This has been specifically chosen to allow us to support your children as much as possible.
The first week back after half-term is the heaviest week of examinations for year 11 students so far; there are
11 separate exams, including two English papers, one Mathematics paper and a Science paper. It is critical all
students attend fully.
From Monday 13 June, we switch to a model where students come into the Academy for revision sessions and
examinations only. We have included the timetable for that week in this bulletin. Revision sessions are
coloured blue and examinations coloured yellow. Students will sign in and out at reception and will wear full
uniform when they come into the Academy.
Thank you again for all the support you are providing your children.
Mr J Dicocco
Deputy Principal

Year 11 Half Term Revision Sessions
Some of our staff are kindly giving up some time in the half term to run revision sessions for our students. The
timetable for this is included in this bulletin. Your child will have had the opportunity to sign up in advance.
Students should arrive shortly before the start time of any session and will sign in and out at reception. Further
details are included with the timetable.
Mr J Dicocco
Deputy Principal

Year 11 Prom
Dear parents and carers,
The Year 11 Prom is rapidly approaching. Staff and students are looking forward to it; we have not
been able to hold one since 2019! We very much hope it is an enjoyable celebration of the end of one
small, but vital, part of our students lives, and the beginning of exciting new chapters for them all.
However, it is important to understand that our expectations around behaviour at the Prom are the same
as the high expectations that we have of our students within the academy. It is particularly important for
you to be informed in advance of our expectations around substance abuse.
We have a zero-tolerance approach on alcohol or any other drug consumption prior to or during the
evening. We reserve the right to refuse entry or remove any student where we have suspicions they are
intoxicated in any way; we do not require proof of this.
In the unfortunate event that this occurs, we will contact you asking you to arrive at the venue to collect
your child. In the meantime, they would be isolated from others. We hope and expect this not to occur,
but wanted to inform you of your obligation to be on hand and travel to the venue should this happen.
The students will also be informed of our expectations around this event, and we look forward to
enjoying their celebrations with them.
As always, thank you for your support.
Mr J Dicocco
Deputy Principal

Mr G Thompson
Year 11 Leader

Mrs J Clarke
Year 11 Deputy Leader

Attention Parents of Students in Years 7 to 10 and Year 12
Please check your child’s bag for a letter that has been sent home. We are conducting a student survey,
the focus of which is behaviour. The survey is online and will be completed during school-time.
We are required to collect parental consent for your child to participate in this survey; the letter they
should have brought home has a consent form attached. Please support our continuous drive to improve
school life for all of our students, and complete, sign and return the consent form by Wednesday 8 June
2022.
If the original letter has gone astray, please contact us and we will be happy to supply another.
Kind regards
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Academy Production 2022: Matilda, The Musical Junior - Cast announcement
The Performing Arts department are excited to announce the lead casting for our 2022 academy production
of Matilda, The Musical Junior.
We have held a fantastic half term of auditions with all cast members fully engaged in a workshop style
audition process.
Team PA have been extremely impressed with cast commitment, enthusiasm, and talent. It was such a
challenge to select the successful performers for each role. A huge congratulations to all performers and
those selected for leading roles. We look forward to continuing the rehearsal process after half term.
Wishing all Performers, a wonderful half term, with thanks for your hard work so far bringing Matilda to
life at Lord Lawson.
Matilda rehearsals will commence Wednesday 8 June, 3.15 - 5pm.
Thank you
Miss S Brown
Subject Leader - Performing Arts

Lord Lawson proudly presents…
Matilda, The Musical Junior
2022 Cast List
Matilda… Olivia Alldred
Agatha Trunchbull…Tomas Mead
Miss Honey … Isla Maclean
Mr. Wormwood… Luke Jobson
Mrs. Wormwood… Emma Grave
Escapologist… Jamie Melton
Lavender … Skye Watson
Bruce… Louie Huntley
Cook… Liam Jackson
Rudolpho… Jack Wadey
Matilda Understudy… Brooke Charlton
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Personal Development Success
On Monday 23 May, 14 of our Personal Development Student Leaders participated in an educational visit
to the ‘Live Well Centre’ in Sacriston. The Live Well Centre is a community hub, which supports the
wellbeing of its local residents. Live Well North East provide a wide range of weekly sessions to boys,
girls, men and women to support their physical and mental health.
During the visit our PD Leaders learnt about a wide range of activities they can take part in, as well as
learning how to support their loved ones and friends.
Students took part in the following activities:
•
•
•
•
•

Rockbox (musical, high intensity workout)
Boxercise
Mindfulness activities
Yoga
A tour of the Live Well Centre

After such a tough couple of years for everyone, I realise the importance of equipping young people with
skills to support themselves and the people around them. All PD Leaders were a credit to the academy.
Debs - from Live Well North East - said “The students of Lord Lawson were fantastic. It’s brilliant to see
so many young people keen to learn new things, asking questions, being kind and very well mannered.”
We look forward to taking more of our PD leaders to the Live Well Centre to enhance their knowledge
around mental health even further.
With the next academic year not far away, we are keen to add more members to our Personal
Development Student Leadership Team. If your child is interested, please ask them to email me
at: lcumiskey@lordlawson.academy and I will speak to them in school. The PD Student Leadership
Team offers students further opportunities to enhance their learning of the 5 themes within PD as well as
enhancing their leadership skills.
Mr L Cumiskey
Personal Development Coordinator

PE Kit
Please see below a polite reminder of the correct kit that all students are expected to bring to every PE
lesson.
Boys PE Kit: Academy PE T-shirt, plain black shorts or tracksuit bottoms, plain black jumper, suitable
outdoor footwear.
Girls PE Kit: Academy PE T-shirt, plain black shorts, plain black sports leggings or track suit bottoms,
plain black jumper, suitable outdoor footwear.
Any PE kit not purchased from The School Outfitters should not, where possible, display branding or
large logos. Stripes etc. should be kept to a minimum.
Thank you for your support.
Mr D Wyllie
Subject Leader - PE

Cambridge University

Please use the following link to Sign Up Now
Mrs A Jordan
Careers Lead

Year 11 Summer Exam and Revision Timetable: w/c Monday 6 June 2022

Year 11 Summer Exam and Revision Timetable: w/c Monday 13 June 2022

