Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 16 May 2022 – Week 1
Dear Parents and Carers
As I write this message I have just given a short speech to our year 13 students in their leavers assembly.
Whilst not quite leaving (they still have lessons to attend and exams to complete) this day symbolically marks
the end of their seven-year experience at Lord Lawson. I am always hesitant to give advice, knowing that it can
originate from a personal, and therefore subjective perspective, so instead I asked the students to reflect a little
on their seven years. As I was preparing this speech it hit me on the sheer enormity of this length of time, spent
in the same place, with the same people, at such a formative stage in life. So many experiences, good and bad,
so much learned, so much gained. I hope the students can look back on their time with fantastic memories, and
good friends that will support them through the rest of their lives. Academic achievement is so important to us,
but the development and growth as a human can sometimes be more drastic and life-defining over these seven
years than examination results.
Reflecting on moments like this put into perspective the importance of what all our staff strive to do here every
day. It explains why we work so hard, and it can help us to remember this at times of stress. If you are reading
this as a parent or carer of year 11 or year 13 students you will know exactly what I mean about times of stress.
A reminder of some of the things Chris Cook said to our students last week may help us support struggling
students at the moment. Chris experienced failure along his journey, as well as success. He had a dream and
pursued it. He learnt at an early stage that the only thing that could stop him would be himself. During exam
season, it may be helpful to remind students about why they are working so hard, what they are working for,
and the sense of pride they will feel once they have completed their exams, no matter what the results in
August. Our students have made a fantastic start on their exams this week and must be congratulated for their
focus and commitment, long may it continue.
For students who are at the earlier stages of their education at Lord Lawson, it can sometimes be hard to focus
on ‘end goals’ as they seem so far away, especially to the young. Something we are focusing on at present with
students is the idea of “First time, every time”. This is in relation to staff instructions and expectations. It is a
simple thing, but if all students responded at the first request, every time, they would experience far more
success at school. They would also experience far less stress as a result, as the possibility for escalation
reduces rapidly if students do things “First time, every time”. It may be that you find it useful to lean on this
message and language at home, knowing that we are raising the profile of the phrase at school currently. Far be
it from me to give advice (see above) but it is important we share with you the methods we are using to
develop our positive culture here at Lord Lawson.
With all best wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr J Dicocco
Deputy Principal

Year 11
Local authorities are required by the government to collect data on all leavers from local schools.
The DfE use this data, which is referred to as 'leaver destination data' to generate reports on school
performance. The legal basis for requesting the information is within the duty to participate Section 72
of the 2008 Education Act, an extract of which can be found below:
Educational Institutions:
Duty to Provide Information under the Education and Skills Act 2008 Section 72 of the Education and
Skills Act 2008 places a statutory duty on a responsible person at an education provider to provide LAs
with ‘relevant information’ about students on request. Relevant information is: a. the name, address and
date of birth of the pupil or student; b. the name and address of a parent of the pupil or student; and c.
information in the institution's possession about the pupil or student, except where a parent of a pupil or
student under the age of 16, or a pupil or student who has attained the age of 16, has instructed you not
to provide that information.
We would like to make parents aware that we, as an Educational Institution are required to do this;
provide student personal data (name, dob, contact information).
Gateshead Council will collect our destination data by sending a survey to each year 11 student. We will
send the survey on their behalf to a student's Lord Lawson email address. Students will be reminded by
tutors that the survey is to be completed by their leaving date. The survey would take approximately
10-15 minutes to complete, so we ask they complete this in their own time. The survey will ask a student
to enter a home address, email and phone number.
If you have any concern regarding this process, please email me at: khubbard@lordlawson.academy
and I will be happy to help.
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Academy Laptops on Loan
If your child currently has a laptop on loan from the academy and you are experiencing technical
difficulties, please contact me on: khubbard@lordlawson.academy to arrange a date/time for you to
return the laptop to school reception and collect a replacement.
Please note, we require 24 hours advance notice of your need to exchange a laptop, to ensure we have the
replacement fully set-up with your child’s login details etc.
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Year 11
If your son or daughter is unsure of what to do after leaving Lord Lawson, Gateshead Council offer a
Careers, Information and Guidance service, details of which can be found on our website using the
following link:
Careers – Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy
Currently, year 11 tutors and Ms Leigh – Careers Coordinator - are holding Post-16 destination
discussions to offer support to our students leading up to their leaving date.
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Music Opportunities
If any student is interested in learning electric guitar, acoustic guitar, bass guitar or jazz guitar,
there are spaces available for students to begin lessons this term. Lessons take place on a Monday
for guitar with Mr Wright.
There is also availability on a Wednesday for any student interested in learning how to play
drums. Lessons are £60 for the term. Any interested student should come to the Performing Arts
Department and speak me in PA10 for further details and to obtain a consent form.
Please also refer to the fantastic opportunity below, or students in years 3 to 9.
Mrs R Hall
Assistant Subject Leader – Performing Arts

Women In Science Doing Outstanding Maths and Physics (WISDOM) Event: 15 June 2022
Gender diversity in Maths and Physics is poor and stereotypical images of Mathematicians and
Physicists pervasive in our culture and media alienate many girls from choosing to pursue these
subjects. The number of girls taking Maths and Physics at A-level and beyond is significantly lower
than boys. WISDOM, hosted by the School of Mathematics, Statistics and Physics at Newcastle
University, works to help address this by promoting Maths and Physics as realistic options and
presenting female role models who use Maths and Physics every day in their jobs. In particular, we
aim to dispel the myth that as a girl Maths and Physics are “not for me”, and give a better
understanding of the broad range of careers Maths and Physics makes available.
WISDOM started in 2016 and has run for four years as a careers event for girls, and has
been enormously popular with the girls and their parents/teachers. These events brought local year 9
and 10 girls onto campus (with their parents or teachers) for engagement talks and to meet and chat
with female employers, academics and students. All speakers, students and employers at the events
were female. For 2020 and 2021 we have moved our event to the online format you can access on our
website, in order to continue (and potentially expand) the reach and impact of WISDOM in a time
where social distancing measures prevent us from running a live event.
For further information, please refer to the flyer on the following page.
Mrs D Jackson
Subject Leader - Maths

Message to all Parents from the Moulders Pub
We have been asked to provide the following message to parents/carers, by the management of the
Moulders Pub.
‘A polite request: from today, no student will be allowed access to the toilet facilities within the
Moulders Pub, unless they are accompanied by an adult.’
Mrs S J Wakefield
PA to SLT

Year 11 Summer Exam and Revision Timetable: w/c Monday 16 May 2022

Year 11 Summer Exam and Revision Timetable: w/c Monday 23 May 2022

