Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 4 April 2022 – Week 1
Dear Parents and Carers
In this letter, I welcome the return of extra-curricular activities and trips, and I have some important
information to pass on concerning a dangerous and unpleasant Tik Tok craze.
The academy offers a wonderful range of clubs and activities, and full details of these can be found on our
website, at https://www.lordlawson.academy/extra-curricular-activity/ As we transition to a more normal life,
as a nation, the academy is also able to offer some more adventurous trips and activities. These opportunities
include national and international travel, which we have missed over the past two years. Some of these trips
are linked to the curriculum, such as science and languages trips, whilst others are more geared towards
personal development and sports, such as the skiing trip.
I am hugely grateful to my colleagues for their dedication and enthusiasm in running such trips for the benefit
of your children. I am delighted that we have been able to direct some of the government’s catch-up fund
money to subsidise the cost of these trips. Some of these opportunities will be directed towards certain groups
of children, such as those studying languages for a French or German trip.
These trips will be heavily over-subscribed, and we will allocate places as fairly as possible, using random
selection to decide tie-breakers. I understand parental frustration if their child is not allocated a place, but I
would ask for moderation and common sense in the way you contact us about this.
It has been brought to our attention that there is a new craze circulating on Tik Tok, called the Coin Knuckle
Game. Far from being a game, however, this seems to be an unpleasant way of inflicting pain and injury on
others. It involves flicking or throwing a coin towards a person's knuckles whilst they make a fist on a
table. This seems to continue until one of the parties involved decides that the pain is too much and stops
‘playing’. The other participant would then ‘win’.
After reviewing this on Tik Tok, we can confirm that this is an unsuitable activity. We have seen several
students with characteristic injuries (bleeding and scars) to their knuckles, and we have addressed this with
individual students. A photograph appears later in this bulletin. It seems to be particularly popular with some
of our younger students. We have therefore given a clear message to all students that we will not tolerate this
on school premises.
Please support us by making it clear to your children that inflicting pain and injury on another person is cruel
and unreasonable behaviour, even where both people appear to give their consent. Please emphasise that, just
because it is on Tik Tok, this does not make it a ‘game’. As an academy, we see this as a form of cruel
behaviour; if it is persistent or coercive, then it is a form of bullying. We do not see this as a game, and we
will deal with any further incidents swiftly.
We appeal to you for your support. In school, as well as outside, there are now many great activities in which
students can get involved. Please help us to direct your children towards these opportunities, which build
character and resilience in ways that do not involve inflicting pain on others.
With all good wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr A T Fowler
Principal

Year 11 and 13 Summer Examinations Preparation Evening – Tuesday 5 April 2022, 4pm – 6pm
Further to the message placed in the Parent Bulletin last week, we can now provide the schedule of the
evening below:
For year 11 students, parents and carers, the format of the evening is
4:00pm – 4:30pm: A presentation in the main hall regarding general exam preparation
including revision techniques, information about how to help your child prepare, guidance
around the exam season, and the support we offer at Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy.
4:30pm – 5:00pm: The opportunity to attend mini-presentations in English, Mathematics and
Science to gain subject specific revision techniques using resources that all students currently
have.
5:00pm – 6:00pm: The opportunity to speak to the teachers of all subjects with final
examinations this Summer. The teaching staff will be able to provide subject specific
guidance and may also be able to offer guidance on specific areas students can begin revising
now.
For year 13 students, parents and carers, the format of the evening is:
4:00 – 4:30pm: The opportunity to speak to the teachers of all subjects with final
examinations this Summer. The teaching staff will be able to provide subject specific
guidance and may also be able to offer guidance on specific areas students can begin revising
now.
4:30 – 5:00pm: A presentation in the main hall regarding general exam preparation including
revision techniques, information about how to help your child prepare, guidance around the
exam season, and the support we offer at Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy.
5:00 – 6:00: Further opportunity to speak to the subject teachers that you may not have had
an opportunity to speak to in the 4:00pm to 4:30pm slot.
The purpose of the evening, for students, is to inform them how they should effectively prepare for
their upcoming external examinations. The purpose of the evening, for parents and carers, is to
provide you with strategies to support your child in their preparation for and during these
examinations.
Attendance is incredibly important, given that these students experienced a particularly disrupted two
year period on the approach to these examinations. We hope the evening will enable you to work with
your child to kick-start their preparation over the Easter break and into exam season. We want every
student to be as prepared as possible to excel in their external exams in May and June
We hope to see as many of you as possible. As this is a dual purpose evening, aiming to benefit both
students and their parents or carers, it would be ideal if you could both attend; however, it is still
valuable for either students or their parents or carers to attend alone if needs be.
Mr Dicocco
Deputy Principal

Mr Thompson
Year 11 Year Leader

Mrs Jordan
Head of Sixth Form

GCSE and A Level Dance Updates
GCSE Dance Exam: Additional Rehearsal Saturday 2 April
To support the upcoming GCSE Dance Performance and Choreography exam on Tuesday 5 April 2022, I am
happy to be able to offer an additional rehearsal on Saturday 2 April 2022, from 10am until 2pm. This
rehearsal is to give our GCSE Dance students time to feel fully prepared and confident towards their exam
performances.
Students have been given an information letter with further details and a parent/carer consent form, which
must be returned to me before Friday 1 April 2022.
Our year 11 GCSE Dancers will be off timetable all day on the day of the exam, to enable them to prepare,
rehearse and perform their exam pieces. Students will be required to stay in the academy until the exam
pieces have all been recorded to the required standard and therefore should make relevant arrangements to
travel home after the exam.
A Level Dance Exam: Tuesday 26 April
A Level Dance students will be performing for their performance and choreography exam on Tuesday
26 April 2022. The students will be off timetable on the day of the exam, to enable them to prepare, rehearse
and perform their exam pieces.
A Level Dance students are currently attending additional rehearsals, and are arranging these on a weekly
basis; this is encouraged to ensure the students are happy with the final quality of their exam performances.
If you require any further information relating to any of the upcoming dance exams, or rehearsals, please
contact me via email at sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to help.
Miss S Brown
Subject Leader - Performing Arts

GCSE Music Update March 2022
A reminder that all GCSE composition work is to be submitted to Mrs Hall this week. GCSE students have
been working hard on the compositional work in class, and on a Friday after school, finalising their
composition work. The final deadline for these pieces is Friday 8 April. All GCSE students have an
opportunity to attend Friday night coursework sessions in PA10 until 4.15 to help improve their non
examined assessment work.
Summer Term Instrumental Tuition Opportunities
If any student is interested in learning a musical instrument, we currently have spaces available for students to
learn: guitar, bass guitar, drums, violin or viola, flute or clarinet, and trumpet, trombone, or cornet. If any
student is interested, please ask them to call in to see me in PA10 to collect a letter and to find out further
details.
Mrs R Hall
Assistant Subject Leader – Performing Arts

Drama Updates
Monday 4 April 2022: Year 13 A Level Drama
Year 13 A Level Drama students have been working towards their external practical examination. Their
exam, which forms 20% of their overall grade, will take place on Monday 4 April. Students will be off their
normal school timetable all day.
Once they have completed their practical examination, students will then be working towards their Drama
theory paper.
Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 April 2022: Year 11 GCSE Drama
Year 11 GCSE Drama students have been working towards their external practical examination. Their exam
will take place over two days, Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 April. Students will be given a lesson off
timetable with their group to enable them to rehearse their exam in the space, and then perform their final
exam. This is 20% of their overall GCSE grade.
Once they have completed their practical examination, students will then be working towards their Drama
theory paper to complete the course.
Should you have any questions in relation to the Drama examinations or course work, please do not hesitate
to contact me on: jrace@lordlawson.academy and I will be happy to help.
Miss J Race
Performing Arts – Teacher of Drama

Coin Knuckle Game
Further to the information provided by Mr Fowler in his letter at the start of this bulletin, we have posted a
photograph of a typical injury inflicted on a person participating in the Coin Knuckle ‘game’. Hopefully this
will support you in identifying if your child is participating in this craze, allowing you to take the appropriate
action.

My Child at School (MCAS)
Should any parent or carer have any queries with regards to MCAS, or difficulty logging into the system,
please direct them to the following email address:
MCAS-2022@lordlawson.academy
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Updated Reporting of Student Absence
Any student absence should be reported to school before 8.50am on the first day of absence. It is important
the absence is reported before 8.50am to enable us to verify the whereabouts of our students in a timely
manner, ensuring their safeguarding. Thank you to those of you who are already following this procedure and
contacting us before the 8.50am cut-off.
There is a dedicated absence line for students in years 7 to 11, which can be accessed by calling the school
on: 0191 4334026; you will then hear a message and should follow the prompts.
The information required is:
•

Student year group;

•

Student name;

•

Reason for absence;

•

Expected duration of absence.

We have also opened a dedicated email address for your use: studentabsence@lordlawson.academy, although
our preferred method of contact is via telephone, providing you with the opportunity to speak to staff who can
give support if needed. Reporting absence to the email address above should only be when parents are unable
to access a phone; absence reported via this media must also be before 8.50am on the first day of absence.
Sixth form students should continue to follow their existing procedures.
Many thanks in anticipation of your support.
Mrs J Walsh
Education, Welfare and Attendance Officer

Year 10 and Year 12: Work Experience
Parents and carers should note the upcoming deadlines for submission of work experience placement forms:
Wednesday 6 April 2022:

Year 12

Friday 6 May 2022:

Year 10

If you are struggling with your child to secure a work experience placement, please advise Mrs Hubbard on:
khubbard@lordlawson.academy as soon as possible. We have a database of contacts available to us to aid
placement searches. Sixth form tutors are available to help our students in year 12, along with Mr McGovern
– Sixth Form Pastoral Manager. Miss Leigh – Careers Coordinator – is available to provide support to year
10 students.
The work experience weeks run across the following dates:
Year 12: Monday 27 June - Thursday 30 June (4 days)
Year 10: Monday 4 July - Friday 8 July (5 days)
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Year 8 Boys Football Success
I would like to congratulate our year 8 boys football team on reaching the local schools cup semi-final. On
Wednesday 30 March, the team performed exceptionally well to defeat Cardinal Hume School, with a final
score of 3-2. The game was secured by a last-minute winner, scored by Thomas Old in extra-time.
I want to thank all of the parents who stood in the hail and snow to cheer on the team; I know that they really
appreciated your support. It is great to see spectators back on the side-line, after a lengthy spell without, due
to COVID restrictions.
Details for the semi-final will be announced soon. Thank you again for your fantastic support.
Mr L Cumiskey
Teacher of English and PE

Year 11 Leavers: Gateshead Learning Skills Fast Track Apprenticeship Course
For young people who are seeking either an apprenticeship or employment after leaving school, Gateshead
Council are recruiting now for their fast track apprenticeship courses. This is a 6-week employment skills
course, that can lead on to an apprenticeship or full-time employment. Learners can create an up to date CV,
access a 1-1 mock interview, and experience a work placement in areas including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IT/Digital Marketing
Business Administration
Sport
Barbering
Beauty
Care
Customer Service
Hairdressing
Retail
Teaching Assistant.

Further information can be found in the following information video:
Year 11 leavers video 2021 - YouTube
Gateshead Learning Skills are also running virtual open days, videos call and site visits for interested learners
and appropriate adults. Further information on the open days can be found by accessing the following link:
https://mylearningskills.co.uk/young-people-13-24
For further information, contact Alex at Gateshead Learning Skills on 0191 433 8646.
Mrs Jordan
Head of Sixth Form and Careers Lead

Year 11 (and above): Civil Service (HMRC) Apprenticeship Opportunities
Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) will be advertising 35 exciting new apprenticeship vacancies,
opening on 11 April 2022, based in their location at Waterview Park, Washington.
These apprenticeships are excellent entry roles into the Civil Service, and come with full training, support,
qualifications, and very competitive terms and conditions. The window for submitting applications is open
for two weeks.
To support students interested to learn more about these vacancies, representatives from HMRC will be
hosting a bespoke 30-minute webinar in school, on Thursday 7 April at 9.30am, for students with a potential
interest in these opportunities.
Mrs A Jordan
Head of Sixth Form and Careers Lead

Vacancies
Lunchtime Supervisor
Lord Lawson Academy would be interested in hearing from you if you would like to become a Lunchtime
Supervisor. The role will involve supporting and supervising our students over their lunch time period.
The hours are: 12:15 to 14:15pm every day during term-time. The current rate of pay is £9.87/hour.
For an application form contact: recruitment@lordlawson.academy

Exam Invigilator - Casual hours
Required for Summer 2022
We are looking to expand our team of Exam Invigilators to invigilate internal and external examinations.
Invigilators are responsible for ensuring the examinations are conducted in line with JCQ guidelines and that
all students are given the best opportunity when taking exams to realise their full potential.
Duties will include: supervision of candidates during examinations, the preparation of exam halls,
distribution and collection of exam materials and papers, completion of exam invigilation paperwork.
Applicants should be well organised, calm and methodical with an ability to follow procedures.
The hours of work are casual and successful applicants will require enhanced DBS disclosure.
Rate of Pay: £10/hour
Please contact recruitment@lordlawson.academy for an application form or any further information.
Mr J Pedlingham
Business Manager

