Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 7 March 2022 – Week 1
Dear Parents and Carers
It has been good to come back to school after our half term holiday, and to step back into the well-ordered
world of our familiar routines. Most of our students have come back with great attitudes and a renewed
determination to work hard. Some have found it harder to focus, and we are having to do some quite intense
work with a small number of students who seem not yet to have got the message about our expectations. We
will not give up here: as the school improves steadily, these students are increasingly marginalised.
Congratulations to the majority who are doing very well!
None of us can have avoided news coverage of the conflict in Ukraine. The focus of my assemblies this week
with students in years 8 to 11 has been Ambition. Ambition is the fourth of our school values. Unlike Trust,
Respect and Courage, however, Ambition has both a bright side and a dark side. On the brighter side, few of
us would achieve much without clear ambition and drive.
Ambition has a darker side too, when one person’s ambition can be accomplished only at the expense of
others. This darker side of ambition is all too clearly seen in Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. His determination to
control more territory and (possibly) recreate the old Russian federation can be achieved only at a terrible cost
to the people of Ukraine – and, already, at the expense of soldiers’ lives and the resources of the Russian
people.
I wondered, with Year 11 students on Friday morning, what the two ‘Vladimirs’ – Putin and Zelensky – might
have been like when they were 16: what ambitions and dreams they might have had then, for themselves, and
for others around them. Whilst we understand in principle that every tyrant, oligarch, actor, politician and
inspirational leader was once a teenager, it’s sobering to think in the other direction: that every teenager has the
potential to become an inspirational leader or, indeed, a tyrant. Our job, as parents and as educators, is to
equip and encourage all our children to make good ambitious choices, for the sake of all our futures.
Several of our students have asked how they can contribute to the humanitarian crisis caused by the invasion of
Ukraine. We are working with Birtley Community Centre, Kibblesworth Millennium Centre and the Red
Cross to coordinate donations of goods and cash. If you or your child would like to make a contribution, or if
you would like to give your time to help coordinate or pack up donations, please see Mrs Walsh’s message
later in this bulletin.
Seeing prices go up already at petrol stations reminds us all that global events can have local effects. I hope
that we will be able to send practical help to the displaced people of Ukraine at this time. This crisis also
reminds us to be thankful for the benefits we sometimes take for granted, including warm homes, plentiful
clothing and safe schools.
With all good wishes,
Yours faithfully
Mr A T Fowler
Principal

Collection of Visual Art Student Work
Any students who studied GCSE Art, Photography, Graphics, 3D Design or Textiles and finished their
courses in July 2021 may now collect their work from school.
Please email your teacher in the first instance - contact details can be found on the school website for
individual members of staff - who will be able to arrange a convenient time for you to collect your
portfolio/work from school. Any items not collected by the end of this half term, Friday 8 April 2022, will be
disposed of.
Regards
Mrs C Dixon
Deputy Subject Leader – Visual Arts

Year 8 Subject Parents’ Evening
The year 8 parents’ evening is scheduled for Tuesday 15 March 2022, 3:30 – 6:30. You will receive a letter
next week, detailing how to book your online video appointments with subject teachers.
If you do not receive this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me on: khubbard@lordlawson.academy
and I will ensure you receive a copy.
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Year 8 Maths Set Changes
In order to fully support your child to achieve their full potential in maths, we may need to make a change to
their current maths set. Class teachers will be discussing this with any student this may affect during the
week commencing Monday 28 February 2022.
If your child is moving class, this will take place week commencing Monday 7 March 2022.
If your child is identified as needing to move set, and you wish to discuss this, please contact me at:
sscully@lordlawson.academy and I will contact you as soon as possible.
Mrs S Scully
Deputy Subject Leader - Maths

Academy Policies
Our updated academy policies are available on the school website for all parents to view. The policies
available include: Child Protection and Safeguarding, Examinations, Complaints, Uniform, Attendance and
Punctuality, to name a few. The following link will take you direct to the website:
Academy Policies – Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy
If you have any questions relating to our policies please email: lordlawson@lordlawson.academy
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Year 11: Leavers’ Hoodies
A reminder that the deadline for ordering and payment for year 11 leavers hoodies, is Friday 18 March 2022.
Any orders received after this date will not be processed.
Students will be allowed to wear their leavers’ hoody in place of their school blazer on our return from the
Easter break, w/c Monday 25 April 2022. Please note that all other usual uniform items must still be worn.
If you have any queries, please contact the Year 11 Team.
Mr G Thompson
Year 11 Leader
Gthompson3@lordlawson.academy

Thanks

Mrs J Clarke
Year 11 Deputy Leader
jclarke@lordlawson.academy

Academy Production 2022
The Performing Arts department are excited to announce that the 2022 Academy Production is *drum roll
please*... ‘Matilda The Musical Junior’!
Team PA made the announcement on Wednesday evening, receiving a very excited reaction from our cast.
Performers are thrilled with the show choice and had a fantastic time exploring the new musical material in
the first rehearsal, with an introduction to the 'School Song'. We are so happy to have this opportunity to
explore Roald Dahl's classic tale of Matilda.
A firm favourite of Team PA, we just knew this was the right show selection for our cast this year and have
been keeping the show top secret since we were granted the performance rights in January. We can't wait to
bring the world of Matilda to life and share the magic of this special production with our audience in
October. Further performance details will be confirmed soon.
A reminder for parents and cast, Performers will be held weekly on Wednesday evenings, 3.30 - 5pm, in Miss
Brown's dance studio.
Any student who wishes to join the cast is more than welcome to join rehearsals over the next half term.
If you have any queries about the production please email me at: sbrown@lordlawson.academy and I will be
more than happy to help.
Miss S Brown
Subject leader – Performing Arts

Congratulations!
A huge well done to Seppy Watts. During half term, Seppy - another of our amazing year 8 students competed for High Fell Boxing Club at the Federation Brewery. Seppy boxed at 46kg against a tough
opponent and won!
Seppy also promoted mental health through ‘Unsubtle Skulls’, by having their logo and his name printed
on his boxing shorts.
Absolutely amazing!
Mrs Liddle
Year 8 Leader

Miss Milburn
Year 8 Deputy Leader

World Book Day: Thursday 3 March 2022
Staff and students took part in a range of activities yesterday to celebrate 25 years of World Book Day.
Amongst the activities were a murder mystery in LRC lessons, Drop Everything and Read, and World
Book Day quizzes.
Staff and sixth form students dressed up as iconic book characters. Sixth formers are always eager to get
creative with their fancy dress, and this year they did not disappoint! To promote reading to our younger
students, they visited Year 7 and Year 8 tutor groups to share their love of reading.
All students have been given a World Book Day token to select a book of their choice, from participating
retailers.
As well as this, students took part in 'The Masked Reader', where they had to guess which member of staff
was reading behind the mask.
Thank you to all the students for engaging so positively throughout the day. Keep an eye on social media
for more pictures of staff and students dressing up, but enjoy a small sample on the following page.
Happy reading everyone!
Mrs B Goodacre
Teacher of English

Humanitarian Appeal for Ukraine
The Disasters and Emergency Committee (DEC) have launched a new humanitarian appeal to help victims
of the conflict in Ukraine.
The charity group launched the fundraiser to allow those in the UK to donate what they can towards
fleeing families in need in Ukraine.
Those across the world have been looking for ways to help those affected, with fundraisers to clothing
donations. However, many donations, although welcome, may not be what is required at the time.
Lord Lawson and our partners in the wider community are coming together to provide a facility for anyone
wishing to donate to support the appeal.
The following pages list the items most needed. All donations are required by Friday 11 March 2022.
Items can be donated at: Kibblesworth Millennium Centre, Birtley Community Centre, or Lord Lawson of
Beamish Academy via your child's Year Base. Packing boxes are urgently needed at Birtley Community
Centre.
Cash donations can only be made via Kibblesworth Millennium Centre or Birtley Community Centre.
Alternatively, you can donate via The Red Cross.
Anyone who would like to support the appeal and volunteer their time, can contact Mrs Walsh (Education
Welfare Officer – Lord Lawson) via email at: jwalsh@lordlawson.academy or on (0191) 433 4026,
extension 222.
If anyone has a large vehicle that could be used to transport donations to the central point in Newcastle,
that would be greatly appreciated. Again, please contact Mrs Walsh.
We are hoping to organise groups of students to support in this joint community effort next week. If your
child is taking part in this we will contact you directly.
Mrs J Walsh
Education and Welfare Officer

Ukraine Appeal: Items urgently needed
Personal hygiene products:
- soaps, shower gels, shampoos and hair conditioners, hair brushes
- toothbrushes and toothpaste (for children and adults)
- antiperspirants and deodorants
- face creams and tonics, hand creams for women
- sanitary towels, tampons, panty liners
- larger sanitary pads for women in puerperium and nursing pads (breast feeding pads)
- wet wipes, nappies of various sizes, tissues, cotton pads
Medical supplies:
- first aid kits
- bandages, gauze and swabs, tourniquets, plasters, disposable gloves
- anti-pain, anti-fever and anti-inflammatory drugs for children and adults
- vitamins for children
- something for coughs, sore throat, stomach problems, nasal drops.
For children: to keep them occupied and distracted, to make them smile:
- colouring books and crayons/markers
- small puzzles
- small soft toys/cuddly toys
- sweets: chocolates/chocolate bars, snacks, etc.
Clothing in different sizes (please do not donate previously used items):
- women's and children's underwear
- cotton T-shirts, sweatshirts and tracksuits,
- thermoactivated clothing,
- cotton leggings for women
- women's slippers, children's and women's pyjamas
- bath towels
Miscellaneous items:
- baby porridge, baby rice, fruit/vegetable snacks in tubes (not jars),
- instant foods such as soups, etc.,
- long-term foods such as canned food, etc.,
- paper towels, cutlery and disposable plates
- sleeping bags, mats, blankets
- power banks, batteries, flashlights

National Careers Week: 7 – 12 March 2022
To celebrate National Careers Week, we have an exciting week of employer encounters to inspire and
promote career opportunities and training for our students.
Monday 7 March:

Year 7: Assembly with Northumbrian Water
Gateshead Council Careers presentation

Tuesday 8 March:

Year 8: Assembly with Komatsu
Year 11: Komatsu small group workshop
DWP - Identifying strengths small group workshop

Wednesday 9 March:

Year 9: Virtual Assembly with Costain
Costain are a leading provider of services and currently working on the A1
improvement 4 year project near to Birtley.

Thursday 10 March:

Year 10: Civil Service Assembly
Year 12: Bank of England
Year 10: ASK Apprenticeships awareness (virtual session)

Friday 11 March:

Year 11: Assembly with HMRC
Sixth Form: HMRC presentation
Year 8: Ryder Architects presentation
Year 9: Ryder Architects presentation

We hope the students will enjoy finding out about the world of work.
The link below will take you to a useful and informative guide for parents/carers, with more detailed
information about National Careers Week.
NCW Parents' Guide to What's Next?
Mrs A Jordan
Careers Lead

Miss J Leigh
Careers Advisor

Careers Days for Students aged 14 - 17
To help your child make informed career decisions, CareerDays.co.uk offer unmissable upcoming 1-day
online work experience and career events in: Dentistry; Midwifery; Psychology; Medicine; Law; Business;
Architecture; Veterinarian; Computer Science; Performing Arts.
Running on Saturdays from March through to June, these events will help students explore their options now,
gaining the insight they need to pursue their chosen career.
Each event will help your child:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discover a range of career options.
Spend time with experts in their field.
Gain first-hand knowledge of career lifestyles.
Understand the path to get into the field.
Learn how to make a successful university application.
Take part in a live Q&A.
Receive a personalised certificate to use in university applications.

To find out more, follow the link below:
CareerDays.co.uk
Mrs A Jordan
Careers Lead

Vacancies
Lunchtime Supervisor
Lord Lawson Academy would be interested in hearing from you if you would like to become a Lunchtime
Supervisor. The role will involve supporting and supervising our students over their lunch time period.
The hours are: 12:15 to 14:15pm every day during term-time. The current rate of pay is £9.87/hour.
For an application form contact: recruitment@lordlawson.academy

Exam Invigilator - Casual hours
Required for Summer 2022
We are looking to expand our team of Exam Invigilators to invigilate internal and external examinations.
Invigilators are responsible for ensuring the examinations are conducted in line with JCQ guidelines and that
all students are given the best opportunity when taking exams to realise their full potential.
Duties will include: supervision of candidates during examinations, the preparation of exam halls,
distribution and collection of exam materials and papers, completion of exam invigilation paperwork.
Applicants should be well organised, calm and methodical with an ability to follow procedures.
The hours of work are casual and successful applicants will require enhanced DBS disclosure.
Rate of Pay: £10/hour
Please contact recruitment@lordlawson.academy for an application form or any further information.
Mr J Pedlingham
Business Manager

