Parent Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 24 January 2022 – Week 2
Dear Parents and Carers
It was good to see so many parents of students in Year 11 at our online parents’ evening on Tuesday. Some of
you have given feedback about problems with connectivity, and we have received many positive comments
about the convenience and smooth running of these online events. We intend to run the sixth form parents’
evening on 15 February also as an online event. If you would like to give any feedback on our online parents’
evenings – your reflections on whether you prefer online or in person, with reasons, or any other comments –
please send them to lordlawson@lordlawson.academy and put ‘parents evening’ in the title line.
It is good to see some small signs of COVID-19 case numbers coming down a little in our area, although the
indications are still mixed. Gateshead Public Health report that the number of positive test results has
decreased over the past week – but so has the total number of tests taken, so it is hard to interpret the
underlying trend. The number of people admitted to hospital in Gateshead with COVID-19 increased
last week by 18% compared with the previous week: it could be that we are seeing a peak of cases declining,
but that some people have become more seriously ill over the course of a week or so and are now needing
hospital treatment.
Against this backdrop of cases, I welcome the government’s announcement, easing the need for students to
wear face coverings in classrooms. I want to thank you and your children for their resilience in persevering
through this challenging time. Wearing a face covering for 5 hours a day is no fun, and it has
made communication harder. From next Thursday, 27 January, it will no longer be necessary for students to
wear face coverings in corridors or other communal areas. This means that those who are exempt will also no
longer be asked to wear lanyards or carry exemption cards. Students who wish to continue to wear a face
covering will be able to do so, but there is no need or expectation for them to do so.
Our options and choices process are under way at present: Mrs Kendall has been leading assemblies with all
year groups on the theme of ‘aspiration’ - closely linked to ‘ambition’, which is one of our values – and tutors
have begun their individual conversations with students in year 9. Year 11 students are having individual
consultations with senior members of staff around their aspirations and plans for next year. We hope that as
many as possible will want to stay on and benefit from the excellent offer in our sixth form, but we are also
able to signpost other routes.
It has been good to see attendance at school increase as well over the past week, and COVID-19 cases in our
school community have also come down by over 30%. Attendance in many year groups is still low, however,
so we hope to see these numbers rise over the next few weeks as well. If we can support you in any way with
your child’s attendance, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Year Leader or Deputy Year Leader.
With all good wishes
Yours faithfully
Mr A T Fowler
Principal

Year 10 and 12: Work Experience
Work experience for students in year 10 and 12 will run across the following weeks:
Year 12: Monday 27 June until Thursday 30 June 2022 (4 days)
Year 10: Monday 4 July until Friday 8 July 2022 (5 days)
Students have already been advised of the process and the relevant dates. They will be issued with a form to
complete, with you, at home.
The work experience form will also be placed on our website and you will receive a weblink to access this
via email or text message.
A letter containing further details will be sent to you next week.
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Year 11: Sixth Form Applications
To support the year 11 interviews that are currently being undertaken by students, we have listed below links
to our website and also the application form and prospectus for sixth form at Lord Lawson.
www.lordlawson.academy
Application and Prospectus – Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy
The weblinks have also been emailed to parent contacts and the students academy inbox.
Should you require any further information please contact me at: khubbard@lordlawson.academy
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Year 11: Revision Sessions
Revision sessions are now up and running. Please check the information in your son/daughter's planner (the
information will be found in the December weeks leading up to Christmas). This will inform you as to which
sessions your son/daughter is due to attend.
If you are unsure, please contact your son/daughter’s tutor for confirmation.
Kind regards
Mrs K Hubbard
PA to SLT

Year 9: Dance Project
It was lovely to see so many Year 9 dancers at the launch of the new Year 9 Dance Project on Monday this
week. I was so impressed with the positive energy and creative ideas demonstrated by our students.
All interested Year 9 students are welcome to join us any Monday between now and February half term.
Further details can be found in the poster later in the bulletin; alternatively, please email me direct at:
sbrown@lordlawson.academy for further information.
Many thanks
Miss S Brown
Subject Leader – Performing Arts

Years 7 – 13: Girls Rugby
You may not have experienced the world of girls’ rugby; or maybe you have had a taste in school and wish to
continue the experience after the school gates close, but are unsure as to what is available to you locally.
Why not come along to Gateshead RFC and take advantage of our FREE taster sessions, which run on a
Wednesday and Sunday?
I can promise you a friendly and supportive welcome, with staff and players ready to give you (hopefully) the
best introduction you could have to the sport.
Please see the flyer later in this bulletin for further details.
Regards
Miss S Falconer
Teacher of Science

Lord Lawson Performing Arts
Create
Perform
Inspire

Year 9 Dance Project
Launching Monday 17 January
Dance Studio: 3.15 – 4.15pm
All Year 9 students who are interested in exploring dance technique,
choreographic skills and creating new dance material are welcome to
join a brand new, exciting dance club especially for Year 9. This project
will run every Monday this half term (5 sessions) with Miss Brown.
This is also a wonderful opportunity to experience Dance activities and
to help you discover if GCSE Dance may be a possible GCSE option for
you.
If you have any questions about this Year 9 Dance Project, please email Miss
Brown at: sbrown@lordlawson.academy
No need to sign up, come along on Monday 17 January at 3.15pm to get
involved in this exciting project.
All you need is yourself, a bottle of water and a positive attitude!

Vacancies
Lunchtime Supervisor
Lord Lawson Academy would be interested in hearing from you if you would like to become a Lunchtime
Supervisor. The role will involve supporting and supervising our students over their lunch time period.
The hours are: 12:15 to 14:15pm every day during term-time. The current rate of pay is £9.87/hour.
For an application form contact: recruitment@lordlawson.academy

Exam Invigilator - Casual hours
Required for Summer 2022
We are looking to expand our team of Exam Invigilators to invigilate internal and external examinations.
Invigilators are responsible for ensuring the examinations are conducted in line with JCQ guidelines and that
all students are given the best opportunity when taking exams to realise their full potential.
Duties will include: supervision of candidates during examinations, the preparation of exam halls,
distribution and collection of exam materials and papers, completion of exam invigilation paperwork.
Applicants should be well organised, calm and methodical with an ability to follow procedures.
The hours of work are casual and successful applicants will require enhanced DBS disclosure.
Rate of Pay: £10/hour
Please contact recruitment@lordlawson.academy for an application form or any further information.
Mr J Pedlingham
Business Manager

