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Dear Parents and Carers  

 

It feels as if we’ve been waiting for this moment for a long time, doesn’t it?  By the time I write to you at the 

end of next week, students in all year groups will be back in school.  My colleagues and I are very much 

looking forward to welcoming back our students – your children – helping them settle back into 

school routines, and working together to make the most of our learning time.  We want to retain the best of the 

skills and knowledge developed during this period of remote education, and add this to the more responsive 

teaching and learning that happens in the classroom.  

 

In this letter you will find key reminders so that the return to school goes smoothly.  Please take time to go 

through these with your child before they come back to school.    

 

Please note that there will be no morning tutorials next week, including for our groups of vulnerable 

children and children of critical workers.   

 

All students, including critical workers’ children, should arrive at school for 8:45am from next week, 

ready for first lesson at 8:50am.  

 

Face coverings   

 

All students should wear a face covering in all communal areas where social distancing is not possible, 

including corridors, classrooms and on buses.  Students should also carry a spare face covering.  Please 

therefore make sure your child brings two face coverings to school.  Exceptions are students who 

are medically exempt.  

  

Attendance  

 

The order for return to school is as follows:   

 

Monday 8 March:  Years 11 and 13   

Tuesday 9 March:  Years 10 and 12   

Wednesday 10 March: Year 7   

Thursday 11 March:  Year 9   

Friday 12 March:  Year 8   

 

• Outdoor coats must be removed on entry to the school building.   

• Full school uniform must be worn, except on days when students have PE, for which they should   

wear correct PE kit.   

• Students will enter via the student entrance.  Heads of House will help students make sure they know 

where to go and that their uniform is correct.   

• If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, please contact their house block for support.  If 

someone in your household is clinically extremely vulnerable, your child needs to attend school.  

 

 

 

 

/Cont…. 



 
  

 

Movement around school  
 

We have allocated the rooms in which students will be taught for many of their lessons, so that they 

can remain in the same base room as much as possible.  This will reduce the need to move around school. 

Lessons requiring specialist facilities will still be taught in their subject areas.  Your child’s timetable has not 

changed, and this can be accessed via Class Charts.  
 

There will be some limited movement needed between lessons for students in some year groups, to 

accommodate different groupings and sets.  To make this movement as efficient as possible, the one-way 

system will no longer apply.  
 

Break and lunch times  
 

Break and lunch times will continue to be at different times for different year groups, to keep year group 

bubbles apart.  Students will be outside if they are not in the cafeteria, unless the weather is severe.  Students 

do not need to wear face coverings outside, or while eating food, but they should wear them in the queue for 

the cafeteria.   
 

Testing  
 

Every student will have the opportunity to have three COVID-19 tests in school.  Many students in years 7, 

10, 11, 12 and 13 have already had their first test.  All students will be able to have a test on their first day 

back in school.  Should the test result be positive, you will be contacted.  Once the first three tests have been 

offered in school, there will be no further tests in school, and we cannot offer catch-up tests if a student misses 

their test day.  It is then expected that testing can continue at home.  We will provide more advice about home 

testing as it becomes available. 

  

Remote learning  
 

Remote learning will continue until your child’s year group returns to school.  Because all teachers are 

required in school to teach face-to-face, however, there will be no ‘live’ online lessons from |Monday 8 

March.  Instead, there will be pre-recorded lessons and assignments.  These are all accessible via Microsoft 

Teams, as usual.  Once all year groups are back in school, remote learning will cease.  
 

With all good wishes  
 

Yours sincerely  

   
 

Mr A T Fowler  

Principal  

   

   

   

   

   
  

  

   

  
 



 

Ofsted Additional Monitoring Inspection  
 

You will be aware that the school had a monitoring inspection on Thursday 4 March.  Two of Her Majesty’s 

Inspectors spent the day, working remotely, speaking with school leaders and teachers and examining 

evidence.  It was a long day, because there was much to discuss.  There were many, many positive responses 

from parents and staff.  Thank you to those of you who took the time to give feedback on your school.   
 

The focus of the inspection was to make sure that the school’s leaders have taken effective action to make sure 

that children are receiving suitable education at this time.  Unfortunately, the judgement given to the school 

cannot yet be shared, because it is still in draft.  When the report is published, which must be within 30 days of 

the inspection, I shall share it with you.  I can tell you, though, that the school’s leaders and governors found 

the inspection encouraging and perceptive, and that useful feedback was received.  Inspectors recognised the 

actions taken by school leaders, not only in the present circumstances but also more generally to improve the 

school.  
 

I would like to thank all our staff – senior leaders and middle leaders in particular – for their contribution to 

this inspection.  
 

It is clear from your feedback to Ofsted that the large majority of parents and carers who responded recognise 

the progress that the school has made since its last inspection, and 82% of those who responded would 

recommend the school to another parent.  This is a significant increase, up from 62% in 2017.  84% of those 

who responded said that their child is happy at this school, and 87% said their child feels safe at this school.  If 

you wish, you can see more results of the Ofsted Parent View survey here.  It is clear from feedback, however, 

that many of you share our view that there is more to do to improve the school for the benefit of your children, 

and I look forward to engaging and working further with you in the months and years ahead.   
 

Mr A T Fowler  

Principal  

   

   

   

   

   
  

  

   

  
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results/survey/result/24820/11


Latest Information from Gateshead Public Health 

 

 
 
 
 
   

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As you know, this week the academy has had an additional section 8 monitoring inspection by OFSTED.  The 

focus of this inspection was on whether leaders are taking effective action to provide education in the current 

difficult circumstances. 

 

On behalf of my colleagues on the Board of Trustees, I want to thank all of you who took the time to offer 

your views to inspectors on the quality of education you feel our academy has offered during the pandemic. 

Your views are an extremely important part of the picture in any inspection, and are highly valued by 

inspectors in reaching their decisions and also by the academy in enabling us to reflect on and respond to your 

feedback.  

 

I also want to acknowledge the work put in by staff and leaders to prepare for and engage with the inspection. 

This is never an easy task; the academy gets very little notice of an inspection and this particular one came at a 

time when staff are fully engaged in preparations for a safe return to school next week.  Nevertheless, staff 

worked tirelessly to provide inspectors with a wealth of information and honest analysis of the work the 

academy has done during the pandemic and more generally since the last full inspection.  

 

The inspection was carried out in a courteous, collegiate, fair and transparent manner by all concerned.  I want 

to thank each and every member of staff who took part directly in the inspection or who supported their 

colleagues to do so. 

 

I also want to thank you, as parents and carers, for the support you have offered your children with their 

learning during the pandemic which is critical to enabling our academy to offer a high quality of education in 

these circumstances.  I also want to thank you for your support of our academy as it works towards ensuring a 

safe and successful return to school for all students from next week. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Mr C Smith 

Chair of Governors 

 



 
   

Supporting your child’s mental health on their return to school 

 

Returning to school can be an exciting time for some students, maybe with a little apprehension.  For others it 

could trigger anxiety and emotions that are difficult to deal with.   

 

We have listed below some contact details for young people to access, should they be feeling anxious or 

uncertain as they look to return to school and any anxiety they may be feeling around COVID in general. 

 

 

www.youngminds.org.uk/about-us 

 

YoungMinds - About Us 

We’re the UK’s leading charity fighting for children 

and young people's mental health. Find out more 

about us, our mission and how we work 

www.youngminds.org.uk 

 

 

 

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1   - ‘Thinkninja’ app providing self-help knowledge and skills for 

young people from 10 - 18 years old who may be experiencing increased anxiety and stress. 

 

We hope these may be useful tools for many of our young people – please feel free to share these contacts 

with anyone you feel may benefit. 

 

Stay healthy and keep talking! 

 

Ms N McCarthy 

SEND-CO 

http://www.youngminds.org.uk/about-us
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/about-us
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/about-us
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1


  
 

Morning live tutorial sessions 

 

As from Monday 8 March, all staff will be in school and preparing to support all children in their return to a 

more normal version of education.  As you know, we previously implemented a morning tutorial session to 

support students and parents to get ready for the day of remote learning.  Hopefully you've found this to be a 

useful resource in helping to establish a routine for your children and that they have found the more personal 

contact with tutors to be helpful in feeling like they have really kept in touch. 

 

From Monday, as our in-school timetable does not reflect these tutorial sessions, there will be no further 

remote tutorial sessions; instead, students will receive a full tutorial programme as they return to school over 

the course of the week. 

 

No other remote learning lessons will be affected by this change. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mr P Walsh 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

International Women’s Day:  Monday 8 March 2021              

 

Next Monday marks International Women’s Day, which is a day built around recognising and celebrating 

women’s achievements while also raising awareness of gender inequality and challenging stereotypes. 

 

To celebrate International Women’s Day, Work Inspiration Gateshead have brought together some inspiring 

women from a range of industries to chat about why they do the work they do, what they love about their 

work, and top tips on how young people can access these careers in incredible and innovative sectors. 

Students are invited to listen in to the panel discussion with a chance to ask questions to the panel, which will 

take place at 9.30am on 8 March and will last approximately 1 hour. The line-up includes:  

 

Anne- Marie Husband:  Komatsu  

Jeni Smith:  Networking Know How 

Catherine Johns:  Kielder Observatory  

Jenny Olsen:  Newcastle University – PHD Engineering researcher 

Others to be confirmed  

 

Please note the session will be recorded and the link shared later for those that are unable to join the call. 

Access to the meeting is via the following link: 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup- 

join/19%3ameeting_MDAyMWRmY2UtMzc3Zi00ZDE5LWI5OTktN2FiYzU3MmI5ODMz%40thread.v2/0?

context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22251f723a-d1af-4a1c-942d-

6f728997ed56%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d3073993-7d64-4342-a35c-679db2bb61f0%22%7d 

 

 

Mrs J Leigh 

Careers Coordinator 

 

 

              

            

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-%20join/19%3ameeting_MDAyMWRmY2UtMzc3Zi00ZDE5LWI5OTktN2FiYzU3MmI5ODMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22251f723a-d1af-4a1c-942d-6f728997ed56%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d3073993-7d64-4342-a35c-679db2bb61f0%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-%20join/19%3ameeting_MDAyMWRmY2UtMzc3Zi00ZDE5LWI5OTktN2FiYzU3MmI5ODMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22251f723a-d1af-4a1c-942d-6f728997ed56%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d3073993-7d64-4342-a35c-679db2bb61f0%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-%20join/19%3ameeting_MDAyMWRmY2UtMzc3Zi00ZDE5LWI5OTktN2FiYzU3MmI5ODMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22251f723a-d1af-4a1c-942d-6f728997ed56%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d3073993-7d64-4342-a35c-679db2bb61f0%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-%20join/19%3ameeting_MDAyMWRmY2UtMzc3Zi00ZDE5LWI5OTktN2FiYzU3MmI5ODMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22251f723a-d1af-4a1c-942d-6f728997ed56%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d3073993-7d64-4342-a35c-679db2bb61f0%22%7d


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

               
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
               
               
               
               
         

 

National Young Carers Action Day:  Tuesday 16 March 2021 

 

On 16 March it will be National Young Carers Action Day.  Mrs Glass has emailed all young carers (to their 

@lordlawson.academy email address) a short questionnaire.  If your child is a young carer can you please 

support us and encourage them to complete the questionnaire; this will help us to support you further in the 

academy.   

 

If any parent or carer feels that their child has recently taken on a caring role for a family or household 

member and they would like to be referred for support from the Carers Trust, you can email Mrs Glass on 

mglass@lordlawson.academy  

 

Many Thanks 

 

Mrs M Glass  

Cover Supervisor 

 


